
 
 

   

 
NEVADA COMMISSION ON  

AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDERS MEETING 
EARLY CHILDHOOD SUBCOMMITTEE 

Wednesday, August 27, 2014 
1:00 pm 

 

MINUTES 
 
 

MEETING LOCATIONS 
 

Video and Teleconference Call From 
Grant Sawyer Legislative Building 

555 E. Washington Ave., Room 4406 
Las Vegas, NV   

 
Legislative Building 

401 S. Carson Street, Room 3138 
Carson City, CA 

       
  
Agenda items may be taken out of the order listed on the agenda.  The items maybe combined for 
consideration.  Items may be delayed or removed at any time.  
 
  

1. Call to Order, Roll Call, Announcements 
Michele Tombari, Chair called the meeting to order at 1:00 pm. 
Voting members Nicole Kalkowski, Toni Richards, Nicole Cavenaugh, Shannon Crozier, 
Debra Vigil, were present.  Charles Marriott was a proxy for JonPaul Saunders.  Toni 
Richards was not present 
A quorum was present. 
Renee Portnell introduced herself and shared her goals for being on the subcommittee. 
 

2. Public Comment 
No comments. 

 
3. Discuss Strategic Plan Process 

Michele Tombari mentioned the eighteen items the subcommittee had brainstormed at 
the last meeting to present to the facilitator on September 24th.  There was a discussion 
about how to enforce early screenings. 

• Johnette Oman discussed how her group handles screenings and follow-up 
screenings. 

• Nicole Kalkowski asked Johnette Oman how the professionals handle the M-
chat screening, if they make professional recommendations and how the process 
works.  Nicole and Johnette will have a one-on-one conversation after the 
meeting. 



 
• Debra Vigil asked if pediatricians are going to make referrals and suggested that 

child care workers be trained so children can get intervention early.  She also 
suggested that the subcommittee think of other avenues for getting early 
screening.  She wants to know how to get children to early intervention to be 
screened.  She believes there should be child care screening as well as M-chat 
screening. 

• Shannon Crozier mentioned that doctors don’t get paid much by Medicaid to do 
M-chats so physicians don’t do the screening or do it poorly. 

• Jan Crandy suggested the subcommittee ask the Autism Speaks person about 
how much Medicaid is covering nationally. 

• Robin Kincaid asked about data collection for how many kids are going through 
the screening process.  She also believes that families need to understand how 
the screening works and have the M-chat explained to them. 

Michele Tombari discussed the Marcus Autism Center chart and how early screening 
and treatment can have a positive outcome.  There was a discussion on the average age 
for diagnosis, then getting on fast track for intervention treatment.  ABA services were 
discussed and access to treatment as soon as there is a diagnosis.  It was suggested that 
the subcommittee invite the Nevada Pediatric Association to discuss with the group. 

• Charles Marriott agreed that the Marcus Autism Center study is something the 
committee needs to take a close look at 

• Thomas Kapp discussed the Florida study, looking at children at six months, eye 
gaze, CBS at nine months 

Michele Tombari and the subcommittee discussed specific issues: 
• ABA treatment should be the standard 
• Need more BCBA’s 
• Treatment after failed screenings 
• At risk children should start therapy early 
• Nevada Pediatric Association should be involved 
• 25-30 hours a week of treatment should be the norm 
• Multi-discipline model 
• Services need to be directly for the child, with individual treatment 
• Services need to have a level of intensity that is proven to work 
• Medicaid may pay for up to 35 hours a week of treatment 
• Other working programs were discussed:  Denver and Florida’s models, Lovaas 

 
4. Discuss Nevada’s 2008 Strategic Plan Recommendations 

The subcommittee members were given blocks of recommendations from the plan to 
look into.  Dr. Michele Cavanaugh and Dr. Hendron discussed their findings.  It was 
discussed that most of the 2008 recommendations have not been achieved and that the 
subcommittee and Commission need to come up with essential recommendations and 
strategies that will be accomplished in the next five years. 

 
5. Discuss Other State’s Autism Programs 

Michele Tombari stated that someone from Autism Speaks will speak at the next 
meeting.  There was a discussion about the 5-Year Plan and what recommendations and 
strategies, who will be responsible for making the recommendation happen and in what 
time frame.  Suggested question for Autism Speaks are: 

• Medical issues 
• Legal issues 
• Insurance issues 
• What happens to the non-verbal children – 30% 



                             
• Receiving treatment in a timely manner – overcoming long waitlists 
• Rural area services 
• What kind of physician screening do other states provide 
• What is the window between at risk children and intensive early intervention 
• Funding in other states 
• What direction is Autism Speaks going 
• Whistleblower issues 

 
 

6. Public Comment 
No comments. 
 

7. Adjournment 
Michele Tombari entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Shannon Crozier motioned to 
adjourn the meeting, Charles Martin seconded the motion.  All in favor.  The meeting adjourned 
at 2:57 pm. 
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