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Minutes

Name of Organization:		Nevada Commission on Aging
					(Nevada Revised Statute [NRS] 427A.034

Date and Time of Meeting:		May 19, 2014
					9:00 a.m.

Carson City:				Legislative Counsel Bureau
					401 South Carson Street
					Room 3137
					Carson City, NV 89701

Las Vegas:				Grant Sawyer Building
					555 East Washington Avenue
					Room 4412
					Las Vegas, NV 89101


I. Public Hearing for the Amendments to Nevada Administrative Code, LCB File No. R017-12 and LCB File No. RO18-12, Chapter 427 A. 
Sally Ramm, Elder Rights Attorney,
Aging and Disability Services Division (ADSD)

	     Ms. Ramm summarized the proposed regulation RO27-14 regarding the 
 Taxi Assistance Program, and invited the public to comment after her 	
 presentation, stating that comments on the workshop would be accepted 
 until May 30, 2014 by sending them to Jane Gruner, Administrator, ADSD.
A public hearing is scheduled on June 24, 2014 at 10 a.m. at the Aging and Disability Services Division Office in Las Vegas. Public comments on the regulation will be accepted until the day of the hearing. The regulation with any changes resulting from the workshop or hearing will be sent to the legislative counsel bureau for preparation, and to the legislative commission for approval.

The new Taxi Assistance regulation allows for methods of currency exchange in addition to cash, i.e. cards with electronic benefits transfer, as well as revising the eligibility for participation in the program. Eligibility will be based upon federal poverty guidelines designated by the United States Department of Health and Human Services, and the benefits will be based on limits of money available for the program, and the number of eligible persons. The Division may adjust the price or quantity of coupons to match the resources.

II. Ms. Gruner called the Quarterly meeting for the Commission on Aging to order at 9:20a.m. after the closing of the public hearing. 

Members Present:  Jane Gruner, Senator Mark Manendo, Assemblywoman Ellen Spiegel, Stavros Anthony, Lee Drizin, Lisa Krasner, Edrie LaVoie, Connie McMullen, Maria Dent, Minddie Lloyd, John Thurman, Patsy Waits, Bonnie Weber

Members Absent: Michael Willden, John Rice

Guests: Bruce Arkell, Jeanette Belz (JK Belz & Associates), Jacob Harmon (Alzheimer’s Association of Northern Nevada), Lindsey Wheeler (High Sierra Legal Services), John Yacenda (Nevada Silver Haired Legislative Forum), Sue Rhodes ( Clark County Social Services), William Lee, Shawn McGivney, Jeff Klein

Staff Present:  Dale Ann Luzzi, Jennifer Gaffney, Sherri Vondrak, Tina Gerber-Winn, Cherrill Cristman, Sally Ramm

A quorum was declared after roll call the third time

III. Public Comment (No action may be taken upon a matter raised under public comment period unless the matter itself has been specifically included on an agenda as an action item)

Shawn McGiveny, M.D., representing   residential facilities for groups with Dementia and Alzheimer’s endorsement made a statement on behalf of the group. (Attachment A) 

William Lee, member of the public, shared with the Commissioners a very positive experience he and his mother are experiencing in a residential group homes that she lives in. The residences fit her financial situation and she is getting great care. He went on to say he didn’t know if the quality of care would still be available much longer as a result of the Fire Marshal’s Report on occupancy determination as referred to by Dr. McGivney . 

IV. Approval of Minutes from March 17, 2014 Meeting (For Possible Action)
Jane Gruner, Administrator, ADSD
	    
After a quorum was declared, Bonnie Weber made a motion to pass the minutes as written.  Patsy Waits seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.


V. Welcoming Remarks, Governor’s Proclamation
Jane Gruner, Administrator, ADSD

Ms. Gruner read the Governor’s Proclamation, declaring May as Older Americans Month in the State of Nevada. The proclamation read in part “older adults in Nevada have contributed and sacrificed much to ensure future generations a better life. In return, providing injury prevention and safety awareness for older adults, to help them remain healthy and active and in their own homes for as long as possible is a commitment that we have to them.”

Ms. Gruner presented Commissioners Edrie LaVoie, Maria Dent and Bonnie Weber, whose terms are ending at the end of June on the COA, with certificates of appreciation for their service on the commission from Governor Sandoval. 

VI. Administrator’s Report
Jane Gruner, Administrator, ADSD

· Ms. Gruner thanked both Commissioner Weber and Mr. Fontaine for organization of the Nevada Association of Counties (NACO) meeting.

· Update the Commission on Activities and Developments in the Division Since Last Commission (COA) Meeting

· Program of All-inclusive Care for the Elderly (PACE) Program Update 
Jane Gruner said that PACE is an all-inclusive care program for elderly persons which is an alternative to nursing homes, and is person-centered. Ms. Gruner, Laurie Squartsoff, and Betsy Aiello traveled to San Francisco’s and toured the Unlock Program. They gather information to stimulate ideas and consider the feasibility of Nevada building a similar program. Funding is provided through a waiver from Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS). ADSD staff will attend the national PACE conference in San Diego, California in October.

· COA send a letter requesting representation from the Aging network be appointed to the Governor’s Advisory Council on Behavioral Health and Wellness. A response inquiring if there is someone willing and able to serve on that Council has been received. So some progress is being made. A complete list of Council recommendations can be found on our website.

· The Agency is working on a update the Olmstead Plan. The current plan has expired and needs to be renewed. Funds have been identified through the Intellectual Disabilities Regional Centers to support development and updating the plan.  

· Budget Update
The Strategic Plan for Senior Services expired in 2012. ADSD is requesting funds to update the plan in the 2016-2017 budget.  

· ADSD Integration Update
Ms. Gruner told the Commissioners that the  ADSD Conference: Mission Possible  scheduled for  September 10 and 11, 2014 in Reno, will focused on action in Nevada with tracks for advocacy, design, implementation, and evaluation.

· Update on Sequestration
Ms. Gruner said that the fiscal year funding for Older Americans Act Title Programs is roughly the same as the post-sequestration levels of FY 2013. This means that the State will not have budget cuts from sequestration. ADSD is on target to spend the funds allocated from the last session, and working on budget concepts for the FY2016-2017 budget.

· Updates to New Federal Regulations
Ms. Gruner said that ADSD is working with Division of Health Care Financing and Policy (DHCFP) on implementing the new requirements from CMS on the regulations for the Home and Community Based Waivers. The current guidelines affect seniors who are less connected in their community, so ideas are being developed to engage these seniors in their community.  

VII. Update on Nevada Association of Counties (NACO) Meeting (For Possible Action)
Jane Gruner, Administrator, ADSD
	      
 Ms. Gruner said  the meeting went smoothly, and thanked Jeff Fontaine 	
and his staff for their efforts. She also thanked Kevin Schiller and Peter Reed 	      for the knowledge they shared with the group.
 Ms. Gruner asked the Commission about how to engage with our county partners to build a sustainable system of care. Edrie Lavoie suggests forming a subcommittee to identify a plan to keep the discussion going forward, as well as to identify outcomes for the subcommittee. Connie McMullen would like to see follow up with County Commissioners and staff that attended the NACO meeting. Due to a sound system issue, there was limited feedback and interaction. Connie McMullen would also like to start a dialogue with the counties to see if there are questions about funding for senior services, and believes that a subcommittee could be helpful with this action Assemblywoman Spiegel would like to add invitations to County Commissioners to attend COA meetings. Edrie LaVoie suggests that ADSD or members of the Commission participate in county commission agendas. Connie McMullen is excited at the prospect of collaborative activities with Nevada’s smaller counties by sharing information and concepts. Ms. McMullen said that if there is a Commission on Aging Day at Legislature that legislative representatives from the counties should also be invited.
Ms. Gruner said she would follow up with the participants from the NACO meeting. Ms. Gruner will also send out information to every county regarding COA meeting schedule, as well as inquiring about County Commissioner meetings. The agenda item for County representation will be a standing item.

VIII. Report from the Senior Services Strategic Plan Accountably (SPAC) Subcommittee
Connie McMullen, Subcommittee Chair

Connie McMullen updated the committee on their activities this quarter. The SPAC subcommittee had a joint meeting with Commission on Services for Person with Disabilities Olmstead planning subcommittee on April 11, 2014 and heard a presentation from Tony Records on the Olmstead plan. After the presentation, both committees voted to move forward with updating the plan. Ms. McMullen attend the Task Force on Alzheimer’s Disease meeting and asked them to write a letter requesting a member from the Senior Services network be added to the Governor’s Behavioral Health and Wellness Council
Ms. McMullen also attended the Nevada Silver Haired Legislative Forum meeting on April 15, 2014. 
 (Attachment B)
				
IX. Including but Not Limited to Seeking Approval for a List of Senior Issues and White Papers to Support the List That will be Distributed to State Legislator and Candidates for the Legislature (For Possible Action)
Jeff Klein, Subcommittee Chair
	
Mr. Klein presented to the Commissioners the legislative subcommittee information sheets and the eight-issue white paper where the legislature can make a difference for seniors. After short discussion, a motion was made and passed to move forward with adopting the white papers to use to education and inform the 2016 legislators of senior’s issues and needs. A motion to accept the White Papers was made by Connie McMullen. Assemblywoman Spiegel seconded, and the motion passed unanimously. 
(Attachment C) 

X. Review, Discussion and Approve the Draft Report from the NRS 439 Subcommittee (For Possible Action)
Edrie LaVoie, Chair

Edrie LaVoie thanked her fellow commissioners, Connie McMullen, Maria Dent and Patsy Waits, as well as Sally Ramm and Cherrill Cristman from the ADSD staff, for assigning in drafting the NRS 439 report. Ms. LaVoie reviewed for the Commissioners the reason the report was requested and told them how the subcommittee decided on their findings. Assemblywoman Spiegel asked if ILG funding could be used for PACE Programs.  Ms. Gruner said it could not be used for that purpose, since PACE Programs are Medicaid/ Medicare funded programs. A motion was made by Connie McMullen to send the report to Director Willden. John Thurman seconded the motion. The motion passed. Ms. Gruner thanked the subcommittee for their hard work in preparing the NRS 439 report.
 (Attachment D)

   

XI. Dates of Next Meeting (July 21, September 15, November 17, 2014) and Consider Agenda Items.
Jane Gruner, Administrator, ADSD
   	      
 The next COA meeting will be on July 21 starting at 9:30 a.m.
	
XII. Public Comment
(No action may be taken upon a matter raised under public comment period unless the matter itself has been specifically included on an agenda as an action item.) Comments will be limited to three minutes per person. Persons making comment will be asked to begin by stating their name for the record and to spell their last name and provide the secretary with written comments.)

Dr. John Yacenda representing the Nevada Silver Haired Legislative Forum addresses the Commission to acknowledge the spirit of collaboration that has been on-going with the Commission and its Subcommittees.

XIII. Adjournment
Ms. Gruner adjoined the meeting. 

NOTE:  Items may be considered out of order. The public body may combine two or more agenda items for consideration. The public body may remove an item from the agenda at any time. The public body may place reasonable restrictions on the time, place, and manner of public comments but may not restrict comments based upon viewpoint.
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