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MINUTES

Name of Organization:		Nevada Commission on Aging
					(Nevada Revised Statute [NRS] 427A.034)

Date and Time of Meeting:		May 4, 2016
					10:00 a.m.

This meeting was held at the following location:

Reno:					Washoe County Complex
					1001 E. Ninth Street
					Building A
					Reno, NV 89512

Las Vegas:				DETR
					2800 E St. Louis Ave
					DETR Directors Office 
					Conference Room C
					Las Vegas, NV 89104

Elko:					DETR Job Connect
					172 Sixth St.
					Elko, NV 89801


If you are unable to attend in person, you can also call into the meeting for your comments to be heard. (888) 363-4735, Access code 5517730.

I.	Call to Order/Roll Call
Jane Gruner, Administrator, Aging and Disability Services Division (ADSD)

Members Present:  Joyce Woodhouse, Pasty Waits, Jacob Harmon, Connie McMullen, Travis Lee, Jane Gruner, Jose Tinio, Lisa Krasner, John Rice, Minndie Loyed, Nancy Anderson, Glenn Trowbridge 

Members Absent: Stavros Anthony, Maria Donald

Guests: , Christina Lodge, , Elana Graham, Jay Raman, Leo Molino, Wendy Simons, Vangie Molino, Jose Lastiln, Susan Hirsch, Devon Reese, Diana Waugh,  Jeffrey Klein 

Staff Present:   Jill Berntson, Camala Foley, Julie Kotchevar, Cheyenne Pasquale, Sally Ramm

A quorum was declared. 	

II.	Verification of Posting

	Agenda posted April 22, 2016 

III.	Public Comment
	(No action may be taken upon a matter raised under public comment period unless the matter itself has been specifically included on an agenda as an action item.  Comments will be limited to three minutes per person. Persons making comment will be asked to begin by stating their name for the record and to spell their last name and provide the secretary with written comments.)

	No Public Comment 

IV.	Approval of the Minutes from January 21, 2016 Meeting (For Possible Action)

	 Jose Tinio made a motion to approve the minutes. Pasty Waits seconded the motion. The minutes were approved. 

V.	 Presentation Clark County District Attorney’s Elder Rights Unit  
Jay Raman, Clark County Chief Deputy District Attorney

Jay Raman commented that elder crime has been occurring for some time. Elderly individuals are targeted because they are seen as vulnerable and some have money. The Legislature in 1981 passed laws to protect the elderly and Clark County District Attorney’s office recognized that we should have an elder abuse unit. An elder abuse unit is a dedicated team of attorneys and support staff that complete investigations of physical abuse, financial abuse, and neglect. Litigation teams handled robberies, stolen vehicles, destruction of private property, and only serious cases would go to the special victim’s team. Jay Raman has been in charge of the major fraud unit for the last three years. The major fraud unit has traditionally received big money theft and corruption cases. For example if a senior had a large amount of money stolen that case would go to the major fraud unit. The elder abuse unit has been functioning for 6 months and reporting and cases have increased. In September Jay Raman will be presenting a 2 hour training on elder abuse.  Hopefully in 2017 the unit will be able to have qualified speakers to reach out to providers and law enforcement and provide trainings about elder abuse. Jay Raman commented on better training for law enforcement and Elder Protective Service to handle investigations.  California has an elder death review team and in many cases where someone steals a large amount of money form on elderly individual the individual dies shortly after the incident. Jay Raman commented that there is no course when foul play is not suspected for an autopsy. Individuals should be prosecuted when they do not report elder abuse.  

Jose Tinio commented obtaining statistics from private residences. 
Jill Berntson comment Aging and Disability substantiates about ¼ of the cases that come into the office.  Jacob Harmon commented that in the north social workers are under staffed and what can be accomplished to make the relationship better with Elder Protective Services. 


VI.	Administrator’s Report
                      Jane Gruner, Administrator, ADSD 
	
	Jane Gruner stated President Obama signed the Older Americans Reauthorization on April 7, 2016. The legislation includes provisions modernizing the Older Americans Act and reflecting more of the current realities for the aging network. Aging and Disability Services is supportive of the new language in the Older Americans Act. The Act focuses on person centeredness, in addition to cultural and linguistic competence in the administration of programs and in the delivery of the services. The Act increases elder justice efforts to increase funding for the critical services that are needed. 

	The Aging and Disability Services (ADSD) and Health Care Finance and Policy Divisions have completed the first round of listening sessions for Managed Care and are now involved in focus groups.  A contractor has been contacted to begin the analysis of all of their findings.  Once the plan is completed it will be sent to the Governor and the legislature.

	ADSD is in the process of building Fiscal year2018 and 2019 budget.  ADSD also had to build a 5% decrease into the budget. The Commission discussed the 5% decrease. 

	Jane Gruner thanked state employees for State Employee Appreciation week and May is Older Americans month.


VII.	Update on Initiative to Support NV Veterans           
Julie Kotchevar, Deputy Administrator
	
	Health and Human Services sits on the Council for Veterans Affairs which is a statewide council with representation from each department. State of Nevada has been invited to participate in technical assistance relating to providing behavioral services for service member veterans and their families.  The Veterans Council is forming a subcommittee to look at how to strengthen behavioral health service systems for individuals who receive veteran services. Focusing on evidence based practices, suicide prevention, mental health, homelessness prevention, and employment.  The Department of Veteran Service currently did an outreach to nursing homes and other facilities asking whether or not they have veterans in their facilities because they may qualify for other veteran services. The biannual report was submitted to the Governor and the legislature and located on the Governor’s website. Julie Kotchevar commented that it is difficult for veterans to access services. The Department of Veteran Services in Nevada has trained their veteran service officers to make sure that individuals are being appropriately connected to services. Jeff Klein stated Aging and Disability Services in the South has started a statewide training and with a Veteran Service Officer on site at Aging and Disability Resource Center (ADRC) in Las Vegas. The ADRC covers Clark County, Nye County, Esmerelda County, and Lincoln County. Veteran Service Officers take walk-in, appointments, and participate in the field.  Assemblyman Glen Trowbridge stated the Nevada Veterans Council is a coordinated group of 35 existing veterans’ organizations. Their primary purpose is to assimilate information about services and events available for veterans. Nevada Veterans Council is asking for input and information sharing from federal state and the nonprofit agencies that do provide services to veterans. 


VIII.	Update on Alzheimer’s Disease Taskforce and Recommendations for the Taskforce (For possible action)         
Julie Kotchevar, Deputy Administrator

The Taskforce on Alzheimer’s Disease is revising the State Plan. The next meeting in June will focus on reviewing the 20 recommendations and decide whether to go forward with a BDR sponsored by Senator Hardy. The Taskforce has been working on the Driving and Dementia Subcommittee.  Workshops will be available May 11, 2016 at Cleveland Clinic. The Taskforce is receiving feedback on driving with dementia.  The June 1, 2016 meeting will contain discussion on provisions prior to  discussing the State Plan.  Julie Kotchevar explained training for first responders and access to services with the support of the Advance Practices Registered Nurses Bill AB 170 that passed. 


IX.	Review and Approve NRS 439 Report for Submission to the Director’s Office.  (For possible action)
Travis Lee, Chair, NRS 439 Subcommittee

Sally Ramm discussed the set up and format of the Draft NRS 439 Report with the Commission. The report is put together by research of other reports.  The report goes to the director, governor, and goes into the report that the governor gives to the legislature. Included in the report are waiting lists, programs funded, and demographic charts.  The report must be completed in June and then delivered to the director’s office by June 30, 2016. Commission members may email Sally Ramm with any suggestions or ideas for the report. Nancy Anderson made a motion to extend comments for the report and to give Jane Gruner the ability to finalize the report. Jacob Harman seconded the motion. 

X.	Presentation on Dementia Friendly Communities
Jacob Harmon, Alzheimer’s Association

Dementia Friendly meetings are a collaborative process to engage with decision making level people in various organizations across community sectors. Included in these conversations are executives from banks, financial planning institutions, neighborhood organizations, individuals from the legal community, individuals from transportation organizations, local and state government representatives, healthcare representatives, individuals from independent living, retail businesses, Reno Housing Authority, and law enforcement and first responders.  The meeting is not a public meeting and individuals were invited as representatives of each sector. Our goal is to engage stakeholders through this process to communicate about Alzheimer’s disease and formulate meaningful solutions to combat common barriers and allow individuals living with Alzheimer’s to remain active in their community. The meeting May 11 is the first in a series of meetings. 

XI.	Discussion and Make Recommendations for the State Plan on Aging update. (For possible action)         
Jill Berntson, Deputy Administrator

It is a requirement to submit a State Plan to the federal government every 4 years. Aging and Disability State Plan is due in July. Older Americans Act was established in 1965 and was the first federal legislation that was geared to provide comprehensive senior services. The Commission discussed the following in the State Plan; the importance of transportation and including it in the plan, merging the Nevada Medicaid Home and Community Based Waiver for Persons with Physical Disabilities program (WIN) waiver and the frail and elderly waiver, collaboration with tribes, homemaker waiting list, the importance of goal one, and having safe transitions from post-acute care. The Senior Tax Assistance Rebate Program (STAR) was eliminated in 2011. In this last session Aging and Disability received money from the Appropriations Act to provide the STAR program this year. 

XII.	Discussion and Make Recommendations for the Strategic Planning and Accountability Plan update. (For possible action)         						                       Jane Gruner, Administrator

	In 2002 Disability Services and Aging Services worked together on creating two Strategic Planning and Accountability plans for Nevada. It was a 10 year plan and is due for an update. During the last legislative session funding was obtained to create a new plan. A facilitator from Social Entrepreneurs will work with the Strategic Planning Subcommittee and Services for People with Disabilities Subcommittee to create a new 5 year plan. The first phase of the plan is to look at the organization and research the current plan. 

XIII.	Update on the Guardianship Taskforce and Make Recommendation to the Taskforce (For possible action)          
Sally Ramm, Elder Rights Attorney, ADSD
	
The Guardianship Commission is meeting May 20, 2016 and June 21, 2016. The following topics are being discussed with the Commission.

For possible legislation-
· Bill of rights for individuals under guardianship written by Barbara Buckley. 
· Changing statutory language to reflect a more modern language. Language change to limited guardianships and general guardianships.  All guardianships will be limited unless there is evidence to be general. If a general guardianship is ordered the judge will have to include in the findings exactly why. The word incompetency will be taken out of the statutes. 
· The current medical certificate for guardianship is inadequate and doesn’t meet the level of evidence required.
· Making enforcement of the guardian statues consistent. 

Changes from the court-
· The level of proof that guardianship is needed will be clear and convincing. Whether or not the clear and convincing level is met in a guardianship will be determined by the judge based on what happens in the courtroom. 
· Clear and truthful information for the judges. Having an attorney for every individual facing guardianship and an investigator on any contested guardianship is expensive.   

Additional Issues-
· Duties, training, and accountability of all guardians public, private, and family. 
· Regulation of attorney’s fees and guardians fees. 
· Guardians restricting family or friends from an individual.
· Restricting individual’s information.

The Commission discussed different scenarios and situations of guardianship.
 

XIV.	Report from the Senior Services Strategic Planning  Subcommittee. (For possible action)         
Connie McMullen, Senior Spectrum, Subcommittee Chairperson

Jane Gruner’s executive report was shared with Kelly Marshall from Social   Entrepreneurs. Connie McMullen and Kelly Marshall stated no more data is needed and a direction should be determined. Connie discussed missing information that Aging and Disability Services reported in the Olmstead report.  She also discussed the Long-term Strategic Planning and Accountability Committee Subcommittee. Accountability was added in 2003 after the Strategic Plan was adopted in 2002. A recommendation for a new named included Commission on Aging Strategic Planning Subcommittee. Jacob Harman moved to accept Connie McMullen’s report. Travis Lee made a motion to change the subcommittee’s name to Commission on Aging Strategic Planning Subcommittee.  Travis Lee made a motion to include the tobacco settlement into the Strategic Planning report.  Both motions passed.

XV.	Report from the Legislative Subcommittee (For possible action)         
                       Jeff Klein, NV Senior Services, Subcommittee 

The Legislative Subcommittee has provided testimony in the Commission’s name to a number of legislative bodies. The Subcommittee has also provided written and scheduled testimony to the Subcommittee to conduct post-acute care. The Subcommittee has addressed issues of long-term care supports and has continued to advocate for broad definitions of supportive services.  Jeff Klein discussed the language of post-acute care and long-term services. The Subcommittee testified in front of the Legislative Committee on Health Care. The Subcommittee participated in The Division on Health Care Financing and Policy workshops, Medicaid workshops, and the group Senior and Law Enforcement Together.   He discussed the Information Sheet for Legislators and Candidates.  The Subcommittee will meet with Strategic Planning Subcommittee and the Commission. The next Elder Issues day has been scheduled for February 23, 2017. The Subcommittee will be reaching out to community sponsors. The Subcommittee requested that the Commission actively send letters to newspapers and news media to determine when they are communicating to candidates and ask their positions on senior issues. The Subcommittee would like to appoint Mary Liveratti as a voting member. Patsy Waits made a motion to ratify Mary Liveratte’s appointment to Commission on Aging Legislative Subcommittee. Jacob Harmon seconded the motion. Then motion passed. Connie McMullen made a motion for the Commission on Aging to reach out to local newspapers and news media. A seconded motion was made. The motion passed.  

The Commission discussed the personal care industry.  

XVI. 	Discussion and Approval of Bylaws (For possible action)   
		Connie McMullen, Senior Spectrum, Subcommittee Chairperson	
Sally Ramm, Elder Rights Attorney, ADSD

Three years ago Commission on Aging mentioned that the bylaws were out dated. The Commission discussed an NRS change to the statutes governing the Commission.  The Commissioners  are appointed for a two year term. None of the changes in the bylaws need statutory changes.  

Changes include:

·  NRS 427 A(3)(a) requires the director of the Department of Health and Human Services or his/her designee to act as chair of the COA.
A. The Commissioners shall create other officers and specify the length of their terms upon majority vote of all commissioners. The officers will include, but not be limited to, Vice-Chair, Secretary and Treasurer.  
· Article XIII:  Advocacy
The Commission is expected and encouraged to undertake advocacy activities in the fulfillment of its mission. 
A.  Positions determined by the Commission do not necessarily reflect the position of individual members and should not be attributed to any individual.  
B. As an advisory commission to the Aging and Disability Services Division, all advocacy positions and activities shall be communicated to the Administrator of the Division.
C. As used in this article, the term “advocacy” means the adoption and communication of a position regarding pending legislation (local, state or federal).  General issue advocacy that does not concern specific, identifiable pending legislation shall not be governed by the provisions of this article.
D. Subject to the restriction s in Paragraph E below, the Commission may:
a. Adopt an advocacy position on legislation pending before any other legislative body, including but not limited to local governments, the State of Nevada or the federal government.
b. Report the adoption of such advocacy position in the minutes of the meeting at which such action occurred.
c. Permit others, including campaigns for or against ballot measures, to list its name among others that have taken a position for or against a ballot measure.
E. The following advocacy activities are prohibited:
a. The Commission shall not endorse any candidate for elective office or take a position regarding the proposed recall of a person holding elective office.  The Commission shall avoid any interaction with a candidate that might be perceived as an endorsement of such person’s candidacy.
b. The Commission shall not contribute any resources, whether monetary or in-kind, to any political campaign, candidate, party or political committee.
c. Political contributions shall not be solicited or received in any room or building occupied for the discharge of official duties.
d. While the Commission may adopt advocacy positions pursuant to the Article, no official position urging voters to cast their ballot for or against any ballot measure shall be taken.

The Commission discussed the differences in article 7 and 13 and the vision statement. The Commission will send suggestions to Jacob Harmon and Sally Ramm. Jane Gruner stated there is a motion to discuss the new revision of the bylaws next meeting. Jacob Harmon seconded the motion. The motion passed.


XVII.	Discussion and Approval of Agenda Items for next meeting (For possible Action)
Jane Gruner, Administrator

Jose Tinio commented on a presentation on the continuum of care. Connie McMullen discussed a correction on the number of individuals in a small home that would count as assisted living. 
	
XVIII.	Identify and Approve meeting dates for 2016 (For possible Action)
      Jane Gruner, Administrator

 The next meeting will be July 19, 2016 in the north. The following meeting will be   September 13, 2016. 

XIX.	Public Comment
(No action may be taken upon a matter raised under public comment period unless the matter itself has been specifically included on an agenda as an action item.)  Comments will be limited to three minutes per person.  Persons making comment will be asked to begin by stating their name for the record and to spell their last name and provide the secretary with written comments.)

Leo Molino stated he would like to inform the Commission on Aging that most of AHONN members/providers are receiving a lot of calls from different social workers, discharge planners, relatives, and friends who would like to place a client to a group home without approval of Home and Community Based Waiver. Most of our members are declining these clients because of the following reasons:

· If the client is already placed in a group home, it takes several months to get a Home Community Based Waiver approval.
· Once the client is already in a group home, there is inconsistency in the assessment of the level of care most of the time. 

We think that these issues have a great impact to our elderly not being taken care of in a proper place because of the delay in the approval of Home Community Based Waiver. Also, the Division of Health Care Financing and Policy will save a huge amount of dollars if these clients will be placed in a group home as early as possible rather than staying in Skilled Nursing Facilities or Nursing Homes whose monthly charges are almost double compared to a group home. 

We hope that the Commission on Aging will take a look at this matter.

Wendy Simmons commented on outreach to nursing homes and assisted living facilities. 20 facilities have responded to a census sent out. 276 veterans are in care and only 78 are accessing veteran benefits and 47 are going to the veteran’s hospital.  The department’s goal is to send a certificate of appreciation and newsletters and updates to every veteran living in a care facility.   

[bookmark: _GoBack]Dr. John Yacenda commented on a policy issue for agency orientation. The orientation of promoting dignity in living as a person with person centered planning. The individual planning person centered planning would do it with dignity in those services. Not all providers are commissioned to include dignity into the therapeutic setting. Providing dignity in the care of individuals. 


	
XX.	Adjournment 

	The meeting was adjourned.
	________________________
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