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MEETING NOTICE AND AGENDA

Name of Organization:	Nevada Commission on Services for Persons with Disabilities (Nevada Revised Statute [NRS] 426.365)

Date and Time of Meeting:		April 29, 2014
					9:00 a.m. 

Location: 				State of Nevada Health Division
4126 Technology Way, 1st Floor, Large Conference Room
					Carson City, NV 89706
						
To join this meeting by phone dial 1-888-363-4735, then enter Access code 1228133 when prompted. 

Agenda

I. Welcome and Introductions 
Brian Patchett, Commission Chairperson

A quorum being present, the meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m.

Members Present: Mary Bryant, Bill Heaivilin, Gary Olsen, Brian Patchett, Karen Taycher, Jody Sabal, Jon Sasser, Nicole Schomberg

Members Absent: Jennifer Pharr

Guests and Public Present: Kristen Coulombe, Legislative Counsel Bureau; David Daviton, Nevada Association of the Deaf; Kimberly Dawson, Interpreter; Kim Demoines, Department of Health Care Financing and Policy (DHCFP); Dan Dinnell, IDEA-C; Jennifer Frischmann, DHCFP; Renee Hemmasi, Department of Education (DOE); Keri Horn, Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities (GCDD); Andrea Juillerat-Olvera, Interpreter; Thomas Kapp, IDEA-C; Sherry Manning, GCDD

Aging and Disability Services Division (ADSD) Staff Present: Julie Balderson, Jan Crandy, Shelly Gall, Tina Gerber-Winn, Diane Scully, Laura Valentine

II. Public Comment (No action may be taken upon a matter raised under public comment period unless the matter itself has been specifically included on an agenda as an action item.)



III. Approval of Minutes from the March 3, 2014 Meeting (For Possible Action)
Brian Patchett, Commission Chairperson

Ms. Bryant said on page 3 near that she said she would talk about guardianship only, not employment issue, and asked that be corrected.

Ms. Bryant made a motion to approve the minutes with noted correction.  Mr. Sasser seconded.  Motion carried.

IV. Update on the Status of Nevada’s Olmstead Plan and Possible Recommendations for Plan Revision (For Possible Action)
      	Bill Heaivilin, Commission Member

Mr. Heaivilin said there was a joint meeting of the Olmstead subcommittees from the CSDP and Commission on Aging (COA) for an update on Olmstead activities and discuss where to go from here.  Tony Records, who did the current Olmstead Plan for ADSD, made a presentation on where Olmstead is now nationally, with the Department of Justice and Medicare and Medicaid.  What the subcommittees are looking for is for Mr. Records to update the plan, make it more broad-based with ADSD, Nevada Medicaid, Public and Behavioral Health, and Educational services.  It needs to be a comprehensive plan.  Mr. Taycher said she saw the agreement between Mr. Records and ADSD and it does reflect what was discussed.  

Mr. Patchett said he attended that meeting but didn’t realize he was not a member.  He would like to appoint himself to the Olmstead Subcommittee; the members approved the appointment.

Mr. Patchett said in working on the new plan, Mr. Records will be looking at other state’s plans to see what others are doing.  

Mr. Olsen said he was not able to attend the meeting and asked if he could receive a copy of the minutes.  When the minutes are completed they will be sent to Olmstead Subcommittee and CSPD members.

Ms. Gerber-Winn noted that Ms. Taycher and Barry Gold from the COA looked at the report and will be working with Mr. Records on revisions.  In addition, ADSD is working with the Director’s office on funding.  To gather information Mr. Records will conduct meetings and interviews with members of the CSPD and the COA, in addition to stakeholders, family members of persons with disabilities, persons with disabilities, state and community staff.  He will review records and documented testimonies.  It was asked if someone from the CSPD and COA can work with Mr. Records on this.  It was stated Ms. Taycher (CSPD) and Mr. Gold (COA) will be doing that.  Ms. Manning mentioned PeopleFirst.org, a group of people with disabilities and suggested taking this to them.  Ms. Taycher said there are a lot of groups representing disabled people and if one is to be included, there should be outreach to others.  Mr. Patchett asked the committee members to submit names of groups they think should be involved.  Mr. Olsen said for a long time the deaf community has been singled out and ignored.  The deaf community is large and needs to be included.

Mr. Olsen asked what the time frame is for this project.  Ms. Gerber-Winn said Mr. Records hopes to have it completed by the end of this calendar year; doing the review in August, doing meetings and interviews in September, with another review in October.

V. Update and Report on Medicaid Waivers
Jennifer Frischmann, Division of Health Care Financing and Policy

Ms. Frischmann distributed handouts (see attached) to the commission members consisting of an overview of the home and community based services offered under the waiver program.

She explained that a waiver is an optional benefit that states can choose.  All Medicare recipients are covered under a plan, called State Plan Services.  These plans cover routine things like doctor visits and in-patient hospital stays.  Waivers are optional and to above and beyond what’s offered in the State Plan.  

The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) goal states Home and Community Based Waivers must cost less than institutional care, protect the people’s health and welfare, insure adequate provider standards, and insure individualized and person centered care.

Waivers are not restricted by location, they are available statewide wherever they are needed.  They do focus on certain needs and there are income and resource restrictions.

There are four waivers in Nevada: Individuals with Intellectual Disabilities, Frail and Elderly, Physically Disabled, and Independent Living.  Perhaps as early as July, the Frail and Elderly and Independent Living waivers will be merged.

Ms. Valentine asked what the difference is between Residential Support Services and Residential Support Management, and Homemaker versus Chore.  Ms. Frischmann said it’s very small since all are provided by personal care agencies.  Residential Support Services are provided in the home, whereas Residential Support Management is in an assisted living facility.  

Number of people currently served:
	Intellectual Disabilities:	1,774 (843 on wait list) 
	Physically Disabled:		   633 (94 on wait list)
	Frail and Elderly:		1,719 (246 on wait list)
	Independent Living:		     34 (5 on wait list)

To apply for a waiver a person must be on Medicare, but they can apply for the waiver first.  It is suggested that they start the Medicare eligibility first.

Mr. Sasser how long a person is on a wait list, noting that the Olmstead Plan will have a goal of that being no longer than 90 days.  Ms. Frischmann said the waits are longer than that for some waivers.  All waiver slots are legislatively approved and managed statewide, those facing institutionalization are first to be served.  Discussions are ongoing to appropriately address the waiting lists, and the addition of 137 slots to the Physically Disabled waiver is being considered.

Mr. Patchett asked if Ms. Frischmann would come to the next meeting with additional information on the wait lists such as numbers in the North and South, how long is the wait time for each waiver, etc.  Ms. Frischmann said she will do that.

Ms. Frischmann said they are doing waiver amendments to add nursing services for hire or contract nurses with SLA’s, ISLA’s and job training programs.

Ms. Taycher asked if waivers will include person centered planning, the answer is yes.  She then asked that since certain populations are covered in waivers will they be opening up to people who are deaf and/or blind, and people with autism, or others not currently available.  Ms. Frischmann said that’s possible, but it’s based on the level of care needed, are they at risk of being institutionalized, is it a medical necessity.  Mr. Patchett noted the Olmstead plan is looking at other types of disabilities to which to expand Medicare waivers.  Mr. Olsen said a lot of deaf people are moving to Nevada from other states and asked if there’s a residency requirement.  Mr. Sasser said as long as the person can prove they’re a resident of Nevada they can apply, they don’t have to be in Nevada for a specific amount of time before applying.

VI. Discuss, Draft and Develop Oral and or Written Testimony to be Presented to Interim Committees (For Possible Action)
Brian Patchett, Commission Chairperson

Ms. Bryant made a motion to send a letter to the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) to add slots to the Intellectual Disabilities waiver to reduce the wait list.  Mr. Olsen seconded.  Motion carried. Commission members will work with ADSD staff in drafting the letter.

Mr. Sasser said there are two legislative interim committees that the CSPD is monitoring.  The first is the Health Care that includes an item on autism and the Autism Treatment Assistance Program (ATAP) wait list, and Medicare coverage.  He would like the CSPD to write a letter to the committee asking to include autism for Medicare coverage and to make changes in provider services if insured.  There’s a discrepancy in regulations depending on who is providing services, the insurance company or ATAP.  Ms. Taycher asked if there any autism educational issues being addressed.  Mr. Sasser said there is no specific legislation regarding that but if she has anything specific to let him know.  The other interim committee is Veterans, Seniors and Persons with Special Needs.  The next meeting is scheduled for May 21, 2014 and the it’s been asked that  deaf services, blind services and employment services be included on the agenda.  Ms. Coulombe said she didn’t know exactly what is on the agenda and it will be posted approximately five days prior to the meeting.  Another meeting will be scheduled prior to August 31, 2014, but the date has not been set.  Ms. Taycher asked if the committee members will be asking questions or just listening to the presentations.  Ms. Coulombe said since there are a lot of new members there could be a lot of questions.  Ms. Olsen said he met last week with the chair of that committee and discussed three issues: government services not being accessible, interpreter issues and real time captioning.  Mr. Sasser asked if the Public Utilities Commission issue will be on the agenda, it will be.  He said it will be about changing the statute so the state won’t be relying on PUC funds alone for services.

Ms. Coulombe said the chair oftentimes sends out notices soliciting recommendations for the meeting agenda.  

Mr. Sasser made a motion to write a letter to the chairperson asking them to include on the next meeting agenda discussion of Olmstead issues and updating the 10 year plans for seniors and the disabled, and to invite Connie McMullen, chair of the COA to co-sign the letter.  Ms. Taycher seconded.  Motion carried.

VII. Discussion and Recommendation on Drafting the NRS 439 Report Due to Department of Health and Human Services by June 30, 2014 (For Possible Action)
Tina Gerber-Winn, Aging and Disability Services Division



VIII. Update on Caseload Evaluation Organization Numbers
Tina Gerber-Winn, Aging and Disability Services



IX. Update and Report from the Subcommittee on Communication Services
Julie Balderson, Aging and Disability Services



X. Discuss, Draft and Develop Written Testimony to be Presented to Mental Health Commission Regarding Long Term Issues (For Possible Action)
Brian Patchett, Commission Chairperson



XI. Update from Developmental Disabilities Council Regarding Employment First Report
Sherry Manning, Developmental Disabilities Council 



XII. Discussion and Possible Determination of Issues and Agenda Items to be Considered or Deliberated at the Next Meeting (For Possible Action)
Brian Patchett, Commission Chairperson



XIII. Set and Confirm Dates for Future Meetings (For Possible Action)
Brian Patchett, Commission Chairperson

After some discussion the following dates were decided on for future meetings:  May 29, 2014 in Las Vegas, July 29, 2014, September 30, 2014, October 28, 2014, and November 18, 2014.  Ms. Gerber-Winn noted that after the May meeting, funding for travel will not be available.  Videoconferencing will be used unless another source of funding is found.

XIV. Public Comment (May Include General Announcements by Commissioners) (No action may be taken upon a matter raised under public comment period unless the matter itself has been specifically included on an agenda as an action item.)



XV. Adjournment
Brian Patchett, Commission Chairperson

Ms. Bryant made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Sasser seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting was adjourned at 12:15 p.m.

Commission on Services for Persons with Disabilities Members
Brian Patchett (Chair), Mary Bryant (Co-Chair), Bill Heaivilin, Gary Olsen, Jodi Sabal, Jon Sasser, Karen Taycher, Nicole Schomberg, Jennifer Pharr

NOTE:  Items may be considered out of order.  The public body may combine two or more agenda items for consideration.  The public body may remove an item from the agenda or delay discussion relating to an item on the agenda at any time.  The public body may place reasonable restrictions on the time, place, and manner of public comments but may not restrict comments based upon viewpoint.
NOTE:  We are pleased to make reasonable accommodations for members of the public who have disabilities and wish to attend the meeting.  If special arrangements for the meeting are necessary, please notify Kristen Rocha at (775) 687-0586 as soon as possible and at least five days in advance of the meeting.  If you wish, you may e-mail her at krrocha@adsd.nv.gov. Supporting materials for this meeting are available at: 3416 Goni Rd, D-132, Carson City, NV 89706 or by contacting Kristen Rocha at (775) 687-0586 or by email at krrocha@adsd.nv.gov
Agenda Posted at the Following Locations:
1. Aging and Disability Services Division, Carson City Office, 3416 Goni Road, Suite D-132, Carson City, NV 89706
2. Aging and Disability Services Division, Las Vegas Office, 1860 East Sahara Avenue, Las Vegas, NV 89104
3. Aging and Disability Services Division, Reno Office, 445 Apple Street, Suite 104, Reno, NV 89502
4. Aging and Disability Services Division, Elko Office, 1010 Ruby Vista Drive, Suite 104, Elko, NV 89801
5. Nevada Community Enrichment Program, 2820 West Charleston Boulevard, Las Vegas, NV 89146
6. Southern Nevada Center for Independent Living, 6039 El Dora Street H-8, Las Vegas, NV 89101	
7. Disability Resource Center, 155 Glendale Avenue, Reno, NV 89431
8. Nevada State Library and Archives, 100 North Stewart Street, Carson City, NV 89706
9. Desert Regional Center, 1391 South Jones Boulevard, Las Vegas, NV 89146
10. Sierra Regional Center, 605 South 21st Street, Reno, NV 89431	
11. Rural Regional Center, 1665 Old Hot Springs Road, Carson City, NV 89706
12. Northern Nevada Center for Independent Living, 999 Pyramid Way, Sparks, NV 89431
13. Dept. of Health and Human Services, 4126 Technology Way, Carson City, NV 89706
14. Early Intervention Services, 2667 Enterprise Road, Reno, NV 89512
	
Notice of this meeting was posted on the Internet at: http://www.nvaging.net/ and http://dhhs.nv.gov/ODS_DisabilityServices.htm    
	________________________
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