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Commission on Services for Persons with Disabilities (CSPD)

VISION
“Become a visible and informed organization, establish priority of needs for Nevadans with disabilities, and advocate for programs and services to meet those needs through collaboration and education.”

Adopted November, 2009

MISSION

The mission of the Nevada Commission on Services for Persons with Disabilities is to facilitate and enhance the quality of life and services for children and adults with disabilities in Nevada.”

Adopted November, 2009
AUTHORITY
The Commission is created by NRS Chapter 426
REPORTS

439 Report:

“On or before June 30 of each even-numbered year, the Grants Management Advisory Committee, the Nevada Commission on Aging and the Nevada Commission on Services for Persons with Disabilities each shall submit to the Director a report that includes, without limitation, recommendations regarding community needs and priorities that are determined by each such entity after any public hearings held by the entity”. (NRS 439.630.6)
MEMBERSHIP

(a) The Director of the Department shall appoint as voting members of the Commission 11 persons who have experience with or an interest in and knowledge of the problems of and services for persons with disabilities.

(b)  At least six persons appointed as voting members must be persons with disabilities or the parents or family members of persons with disabilities.

Current Members:
Nicole Schomberg (Chair)

Cyndi Ortiz-Gustafson 

Shelley Hendren

Char Frost
Dora Uchel
David Daviton (Vice-Chair)
James Osti

Regina Daniel

Kelli Venci-Gonzales, Esq.

Eric Kessler

Diane Thorkildson
POLICY PRIORITIES
NRS 427A.1217  Duties and Powers of the Commission on Services for Persons with Disabilities:
1.   The Commission shall:

(a) Determine and evaluate the needs of persons with disabilities in this State;

(b) Seek ways to avoid unnecessary duplication of services for persons with disabilities by public and   private organizations in this State;

(c) Establish priorities for the work of the Division according to the most pressing needs of persons with disabilities as determined by the Commission; and

(d)  Promote programs that provide community-based services necessary to enable a person with a disability, to the fullest extent possible, to remain in his or her home and be an integral part of his or her family and community.

2.   The Commission may:

(a)  Review and make recommendations regarding plans for services for persons with disabilities;

(b)  Gather and disseminate information relating to persons with disabilities;

(c)  Conduct hearings, conferences and special studies on the problems of persons with disabilities and on programs that serve persons with disabilities;

(d) Evaluate existing programs for persons with disabilities, recommend changes in those programs and propose new programs that would more effectively and economically serve the needs of persons with disabilities;

(e)  Evaluate any proposed legislation that would affect persons with disabilities;

(f)  Carry out the provisions of the Strategic Plan for Persons with Disabilities developed by the Department pursuant to paragraph (c) of subsection 1 of section 1 of chapter 541, Statutes of Nevada 2001;

(g)  Recommend to the Legislature any appropriate legislation concerning persons with disabilities; and

(h)  Coordinate and assist the efforts of public and private organizations that serve the needs of persons with disabilities, especially in the areas of education, employment, health, housing, welfare and recreation.

      (Added to NRS by 2009, 656)— (Substituted in revision for NRS 426.395)
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