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MEETING NOTICE AND AGENDA

Name of Organization:	Subcommittee on Communication Services for Persons Who Are Deaf or Hard of Hearing (SOCS) and Persons with Speech Disabilities of the Nevada Commission on Services for Persons with Disabilities Strategic Planning Subcommittee  

Date and Time of Meeting:		July 20, 2016 
9:00 a.m.

Videoconference Location:		Nevada Disability Advocacy and Law Center
					1875 Plumas St., Suite 1
					Reno, NV 89509
					775-333-7878


	
Videoconference Location:	 	Nevada Disability Advocacy and Law Center
					2820 W. Charleston Blvd., Suite 11
					Las Vegas, NV 89102
					702- 257-8150


To join the meeting by phone, dial 1-888-251-2909 and enter the access code 8985078 when prompted. Persons in Northern Nevada requiring sign language service can call their VRS providers; give them the dial in information in order to access the meeting.

DRAFT Minutes

  	Members present: Ellen Thompson, Cindy Roller, Eli Schwartz, Maureen Fandini
Guests: Lisa Watson, Mike Eifert, Sarah Yeats, Becky Van Auken, Sarah Boxx,      Libby Hathaway, Gary Shade, Jeff Beardsley, Gina Burnaugh, David Daviton
Staff: Betty Hammond, Rique Robb

I. Welcome, Roll Call and Introductions 
Sarah Boxx, Social Entrepreneurs Inc. 

II. Approval of Meeting minutes from April 27, 2016 (For Possible Action)
Sarah Boxx, Social Entrepreneurs Inc. 

Minute approval will be tabled to next meeting. 

III. Public Comment (No action may be taken upon a matter raised under public comment period unless the matter itself has been specifically included on an agenda as an action item.  Please state and spell you name for the record.  Public comment may be limited to three minutes per person at the discretion of the chair.)

No comments were made. 

IV. Presentation, Review and Possible Recommendations of Results of the Situational Analysis of Informant Interviews and Surveys (For Possible Action). 
Sarah Boxx, Social Entrepreneurs Inc. 

Ms. Boxx presented information and answered questions on the results of the research and outreach efforts made in developing the SOCS Strategic plan. Research was conducted on what some of the other states in the United States are doing around critical issues for this target population.  
That research is also documented in the research and outreach summary report. (Attachment A)    

Social Entrepreneurs conducted seventeen key informant interviews, with individuals selected by the committee, and received a total of 95 completed surveys throughout Nevada. 

Ms. Boxx stated that SEI looked at specific targeted information to understand what the definitions are for the target population. SEI searched for a best practice definition for people who are deaf, hard of hearing, deaf blind and people who have some sort of speech disability.  Its purpose was to lay the foundation in discovering and targeting services.  The last piece of information that was researched was what systems in Nevada are currently in place to serve the population.
Ms. Boxx stated that the report also defines what hard of hearing, deaf blind and those with speech disabilities are. Cochlear implants are an up and coming debatable issue which adds valuable information to the report and added context around what technology those who utilize cochlear implants are using.  


V. Discussion and Possible Recommendations of Critical Issues Facing Nevada (For Possible Action).
Sarah Boxx, Social Entrepreneurs Inc. 


According to the SEI report (Attachment A) that shows the U.S census information from 2004; the percentage of individuals in Nevada with hearing difficulty is 3.6 percent. The national average of individuals with hearing loss is 3.5 percent.

The most recent version of the U.S Census report completed in 2010 presents  the number of people who identified as having difficulty seeing, number of people who had difficulty hearing, difficulty with speech, and the number that use a hearing aid; all are self‑identified. The conclusion of this data shows that 6.2 percent of the United States population is estimated to have some form of seeing, hearing, or speaking condition.  3.3 percent of the U.S. population is estimated to have some form of seeing condition, 3.1 percent of the population is estimated to have some form of hearing condition, and that 1.2 percent of the population is estimated to have some form of difficulty with speech. The last statistic is that 2.3 percent of the population uses a hearing aid. 
Approximately 8,468 children are in the special education system in Nevada, and approximately 1.8 percent of those kids identified as having a hearing, speech, visual, or deaf blindness condition.  

A section of the report describes the variety of different kinds of service systems that provide services to the target population in terms of primary providers, who are state operated programs that are provided through ADSD. Primary providers include: Nevada Early Intervention Services, the Assistive Technology for independent living program, the Aging and Disability Resource Centers, the Nevada Communication Access Services, the Nevada Taxi Assistance program and the Nevada Personal Assistance services. Under the primary providers category nonprofits and community‑based organizations are listed, such as, Nevada Hands and Voices, Nevada PEP, and the Nevada Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf. 

Ms. Watson presented on all the key informant interviews that SEI conducted throughout the state that the Committee recommended.  Certain barriers found for this particular target population through the key informant interviews were the issues around transportation, access to services, employment, increase in interpretation services and enhanced family supports. 

SEI found through the consumer surveys (Attachment A) that 79.5 percent of survey respondents were either extremely satisfied or satisfied with Nevada Early Intervention Services.  78.3 percent of survey respondents were either extremely satisfied or satisfied with Deaf Centers of Nevada and 65.8 percent of survey respondents were either extremely satisfied or satisfied with school‑based services. More information from consumers is anticipated to be collected through the state wide town hall meetings coming up in the next month. 

VI. Discussion and Possible Recommendations on the Subcommittee on Communication Services (SOCS) Strategic Plan (For Possible Action).
Sarah Boxx, Social Entrepreneurs Inc. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Committee discussed the possibility of other community members to interview and how to make all gathered information accessible to the community. 

VII. Public Comment (No action may be taken upon a matter raised under public comment period unless the matter itself has been specifically included on an agenda as an action item. Please state and spell you name for the record.  Public comment may be limited to three minutes per person at the discretion of the chair.) 

Mr. Daviton commented that the key informant interviews were missing, some of the people involved in the grassroots movement who have been living in the area for a long time. He would like to have their experience expressed in the report. He would also like to see varying levels of individuals that are in school in Nevada on the key informant list.  He stated concerns about the kids in Nevada who are in mainstream schools and the lack of deaf schools in the area.  
Mr. Daviton asked about numbers on the survey showing 66 percent of people are satisfied and is concerned that number is incorrect information. 
He also believes that funds for interpreters should come out of a separate budget than a percentage of the VR budge. Hearing people don't have that issue; they can speak directly to their counselor without needing an interpreter, which does not take a lot money.  He does not believe that should come out of his own personal budget. 

Ms. Burnaugh asked about the portion of the survey for school based services and wanted to know which schools or colleges in the state was specifically addressed and if it was targeted to particular schools that deaf and hard of hearing children attend.  She also stated that she believes there is a miscount of the deaf residents in Nevada because they don't have access when people knock on or doors to gather census data. 

VIII. Adjournment
Sarah Boxx, Social Entrepreneurs Inc. 

      Meeting adjourned at 12:00 pm. 

Current Subcommittee on Communication Services Members
Angela Greer, Cynthia Roller, and Eli Schwartz, Jeff Beardsley, Ellen Thompson, Maureen Fandini

NOTE:  Items may be considered out of order.  The public body may combine two or more agenda items for consideration.  The public body may remove an item from the agenda or delay discussion relating to an item on the agenda at any time.  The public body may place reasonable restrictions on the time, place, and manner of public comments but may not restrict comments based upon viewpoint.
NOTE:  In an effort to provide a safe environment for Aging and Disability Services Division meetings, please refrain from wearing perfume, scented hairspray, cologne, scented deodorant, essential oils aftershave or any other scented products when you attend. 
Scented products contain chemicals which can cause migraines, nausea and even breathing problems for people with asthma, allergies, and environmental illness.
No Scents is Good Sense! If you are unsure if a product is safe to wear, a good rule of thumb to just not wear it.

NOTE:  We are pleased to make reasonable accommodations for members of the public who have disabilities and wish to attend the meeting.  ASL Interpreters will be available at the meeting.  If special arrangements for the meeting are necessary, please notify Desiree Bennett at (775) 687-0586 as soon as possible and at least ten days in advance of the meeting.  If you wish, you may e-mail her at dabennett@adsd.nv.gov.  Supporting materials for this meeting are available at 3416 Goni Road, D-132, Carson City, NV 89706, or by contacting Desiree Bennett at 775-687-0586, or by email dabennett@adsd.nv.gov.

Agenda Posted at the Following Locations:

1. Aging and Disability Services Division, Carson City Office, 3416 Goni Road, Suite D-132, Carson City, NV 89706
2. Aging and Disability Services Division, Las Vegas Office, 1860 East Sahara Avenue, Las Vegas, NV 89104
3. Aging and Disability Services Division, Reno Office, 445 Apple Street, Suite 104, Reno, NV 89502
4. Aging and Disability Services Division, Elko Office, 1010 Ruby Vista Drive, Suite 104, Elko, NV 89801
5. Southern Nevada Center for Independent Living, 2950 S. Rainbow Suite 220, Las Vegas, NV 89146	
6. Deaf and Hard of Hearing Advocacy Resource Center, 25753120 S. Durango Suite 301, Las Vegas, NV 89117
7. Northern Nevada Center for Independent Living, 999 Pyramid Way, Sparks, NV 89431
8. Nevada State Library and Archives, 100 North Stewart Street, Carson City, NV 89706
Notice of this meeting was posted on the Internet at: ADSD Website: https://adsd.nv.gov and  State Public Notice Website: https://notice.nv.gov/
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