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MEETING NOTICE AND AGENDA

Name of Organization:	Nevada Commission on Services for Persons with Disabilities NRS 439 Subcommittee 
(Nevada Revised Statute [NRS])

Date and Time of Meeting:		December 16, 2014
					1:30 p.m. 

Location: 				Aging and Disability Services Division
					3416 Goni Road, Building I
					Carson City, NV 89706
						
To join this meeting by phone dial 1-888-251-2909, then enter Access code 8985078 when prompted. 

DRAFT Minutes

I. Welcome and Introductions 
Jon Sasser, 	Acting Chairperson

	Members present: Jon Sasser, Karen Taycher
	Members excused: Brian Patchett

Guests: Gary Olsen (CSPD member), Mary Bryant (CSPD member), Nicole Schomberg (CSPD member), Jack Mayes (NDALC), Ciera Ingrassia (SNCIL), Kahlia (SNCIL)

ADSD Staff: Julie Kotchevar, Laura Valentine, Desiree Bennett

Interpreters: Kimberly Dawson, Shannon Archer  

II. Public Comment (No action may be taken upon a matter raised under public comment period unless the matter itself has been specifically included on an agenda as an action item. Public comment at the beginning and end of the agenda may be limited to three minutes per person at the discretion of the chairperson.  Members of the public may comment on matters not appearing on this agenda or may offer comment on specific agenda items.  Comments may be discussed by the Board but no action may be taken.  The matter may be placed on a future agenda for action)

No public comments made. 


III. Approval of Minutes from Meetings on April 21, 2014 (For Possible Action)
Jon Sasser, 	Acting Chairperson
	
Approval of minutes from April 21st will be moved to a future meeting. Members did not have the chance to view the minutes before the meeting. 

IV. Discussion and Possible Recommendations on the Following (For Possible Action):
· Legislative Makeup for the 2015 Session
· Recommendations of Interim Committees
· Bill Draft Requests of Interest
· Governor’s Recommended Budget
Jon Sasser, 	Acting Chairperson
	
Mr. Sasser discussed the outcome of the most current elections and the new makeup of the Legislature. The Republicans captured the Senate 11-10 and the Assembly 25-17; they will appoint the committee chairs and have the list of members on the LCB (Legislative Council Bureau) website once it is finalized. Jon shared the list he put together based on multiple press releases (attachment A). Mr. Sasser commented that to pass a bill in the assembly, it will take 22 votes. It will take 28 votes for a majority vote, which is what it takes to pass a tax increase. 

Mr. Sasser commented that he met with Mike Willden, the Governor’s Chief of Staff, and Romaine Gilliland, Director of the Department of Health and Human Services on budget issues. There is about a $700 million gap in the biennium between what all the agencies asked for in their agency request budget that came out on October 15th.  Mr. Sasser believes that the agencies were asked to review their budget requests and start discussing areas that might need to be cut if they are forced to do so. 
Ms. Kotchevar commented that the Governor’s proposed budget is confidential until January 15th, but that there will be a lot of reductions.    
Last week was the training and orientation of the new Legislators, where a presentation was given on the Health and Human Services programs. Ms. Kotchevar stated that there was a majority of discussion on medical marijuana and expansion of Medicaid. Questions were raised on the lack of providers to access Medicaid. She also stated that the Legislators seemed to be a little more hostile about the insurance exchange, because there have only been about 30,000 people enrolled. They believed that it is a lot of money to spend on access for 30,000 people. 
Mr. Sasser encouraged everyone to either directly or through networks, meet with the new Legislators between now and the session and explain the importance of these programs. 
There will be cuts to each agency’s budgets and will be one of the first things that the Commission pays attention to. It is difficult to put items back in to what the governor has cut out of the agency request budget. It will then be important to protect what does survive in it. 

Mr. Mayes commented that the Nevada Disability Advocacy and Law Center (NDALC) has working relationships with certain individuals in the Legislature and has historically had success with a republican leadership. Mr. Mayes does have concerns about funding some of the waiting list issues and the bills that came out of the Interim Committee on Seniors, Veterans and Adults with Special Needs. Mr. Sasser believes that those bills will be introduced, but there still may not be any support for them.  

Ms. Valentine stated that CSPD received a letter back from Mike Willden in response to the letter sent to the Governor regarding the interpreter pool and designated monies for services for people who are deaf or hard of hearing and people who are blind or visually impaired. He responded that there was not designated funding outside of state general dollars, therefore it was not going to be necessarily funded. He also referenced the contract with interpreter agencies with State Purchasing that was for the good of the state and that it met the need.  

Mr. Olsen stated that he has plans to discuss the interpreter pool issue further with Mr. Willden.  He stated that there are federal laws about communication access for deaf people according to the Americans with Disability Act (ADA). It is important to get the state agencies involved in requesting the appropriate interpreters. Mr. Sasser stated that the pool of interpreters was not included in the agency budget. The Commission made a recommendation to include the pool as a top priority in the budget, but it was not successful. 
Ms. Taycher recommended that Mr. Olsen have a strategic meeting with attorneys from NCALC to see about moving the process forward. The issue can be brought up again in front of the Legislature; it is rare for the legislature to add anything that was not in the agency request budget.

Mr. Sasser sent out a list of the new BDR that is possibly related to people with disabilities, such as changes related to health care. BDRs have been coming to the legislature since the last session ended. All the current members of the legislature have up to five BDRs for an Assemblyperson and ten BDRs for a Senator. Those were submitted on December 15th. BDRs do not become a bill until the legal Division of the Legislative Counsel Bureau drafts it. Once it is drafted it goes to a committee, which does not happen until a few weeks prior to the Session. Those bills can be viewed online. Once the Governor makes the State of the State address and the budget is released, the committee will have more information to discuss at a meeting. There will also be some pre-filed bills by that time.  

Mr. Sasser will also continue contact with Assemblywoman Teresa Benitez-Thompson to set up a strategic planning meeting.  

V. Discussion and Possible Determination of Issues and Agenda Items to be Considered or Deliberated at the Next Meeting (For Possible Action)
Jon Sasser, Acting Chairperson
	
Mr. Sasser would like to discuss results of the Governor’s State of the State Address and budget further at the next meeting. Also any new BDR information or Legislative Committee changes and updates.

VI. Set and Confirm Dates for Future Meetings (For Possible Action)
Jon Sasser, Acting Chairperson

Future meeting dates were discussed as January 28th, 29th and 30th. 
 

VII. Public Comment (No action may be taken upon a matter raised under public comment period unless the matter itself has been specifically included on an agenda as an action item. Public comment at the beginning and end of the agenda may be limited to three minutes per person at the discretion of the chairperson.  Members of the public may comment on matters not appearing on this agenda or may offer comment on specific agenda items.  Comments may be discussed by the Board but no action may be taken.  The matter may be placed on a future agenda for action)

No comments were made.

VIII. Adjournment
Jon Sasser, Acting Chairperson

	Meeting was adjourned at 2:45 p.m. 
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Commission on Services for Persons with Disabilities NRS 439 Subcommittee Members
Jon Sasser, Karen Taycher, Brian Patchett

NOTE: Agenda items may be taken out of order, combined for consideration, and/ or removed from the agenda at the Chairperson’s discretion. The public body may combine two or more agenda items for consideration.  The public body may remove an item from the agenda or delay discussion relating to an item on the agenda at any time.  The public body may place reasonable restrictions on the time, place, and manner of public comments but may not restrict comments based upon viewpoint.
NOTE:  We are pleased to make reasonable accommodations for members of the public who have disabilities and wish to attend the meeting.  If special arrangements for the meeting are necessary, please notify Desiree Bennett at (775) 687-0586 as soon as possible and at least five days in advance of the meeting.  If you wish, you may e-mail her at dabennett@adsd.nv.gov. Supporting materials for this meeting are available at: 3416 Goni Rd, D-132, Carson City, NV 89706 or by contacting Desiree Bennett (775) 687-0586 or by email at dabennett@adsd.nv.gov



Agenda Posted at the Following Locations:
1. Aging and Disability Services Division, Carson City Office, 3416 Goni Road, Suite D-132, Carson City, NV 89706
2. Aging and Disability Services Division, Las Vegas Office, 1860 East Sahara Avenue, Las Vegas, NV 89104
3. Aging and Disability Services Division, Reno Office, 445 Apple Street, Suite 104, Reno, NV 89502
4. Aging and Disability Services Division, Elko Office, 1010 Ruby Vista Drive, Suite 104, Elko, NV 89801
5. Nevada Community Enrichment Program, 2820 West Charleston Boulevard, Las Vegas, NV 89146
6. Southern Nevada Center for Independent Living, 6039 El Dora Street H-8, Las Vegas, NV 89101	
7. Disability Resource Center, So. E. Greg St., Suite 102 Sparks, NV 89431 
8. Nevada State Library and Archives, 100 North Stewart Street, Carson City, NV 89706
9. Desert Regional Center, 1391 South Jones Boulevard, Las Vegas, NV 89146
10. Sierra Regional Center, 605 South 21st Street, Reno, NV 89431	
11. Rural Regional Center, 1665 Old Hot Springs Road, Carson City, NV 89706
12. Northern Nevada Center for Independent Living, 999 Pyramid Way, Sparks, NV 89431
13. Dept. of Health and Human Services, 4126 Technology Way, Carson City, NV 89706
14. Early Intervention Services, 2667 Enterprise Road, Reno, NV 89512
	
Notice of this meeting was posted on the Internet at: http://www.adsd.nv.gov/ and https://notice.nv.gov

	________________________
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