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Current Legislation:
Screening of Hearing of Newborn Children
NRS 442.500 – 442.590
NAC  442.850, 442.860

The current legislation is quite limited and basically only requires hospitals with more than 500 births per year to screen the hearing of the newborns and annually report very limited information to the State Division of Public and Behavioral Health.

Proposed Changes:

· Remove exemption for hospitals with less than 500 births per year.  (All of Nevada’s babies deserve the same standard of care)
· Add requirement that midwives must either provide a newborn hearing screen or refer the family to a facility where screening can occur. 
· Add requirement that improves the timeliness and completeness of newborn hearing screening reports to include universal and individually identifiable screen results on at least a monthly basis
· Add requirement that hospitals, midwives, physicians, audiologists, and other entities must report to the State all rescreens and/or hearing tests performed as follow-up to a newborn hearing screen that was not passed.
· Add requirement that any entity providing intervention services to a child with hearing loss must report enrollment to the State
· Add requirement that all reporting entities are responsible for directly referring any newborn not passing the screen on to an appropriate facility for rescreening and/or diagnostic hearing testing, and any infant confirmed with permanent hearing loss must be directly referred to an appropriate early intervention facility.

Reasons for Changes:

· Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC),  Human Resources and Services Administration (HRSA),  Joint Committee on Infant Hearing, Healthy People 2010 and 2020 all recommend a process consisting of: 
· Newborn hearing screening and rescreening by 1 month of age
· Diagnostic hearing testing by 3 months of age
· Enrollment in early intervention by 6 months of age  
· Research indicates that when these timeframes are met, the negative impact of childhood hearing loss is greatly reduced.  
· Half of the babies in Nevada who do not pass their newborn hearing screen are not documented as receiving diagnostic hearing testing, leading to undiagnosed and untreated hearing loss.
· The State’s data shows that better documentation and tracking leads to more deaf and hard-of-hearing children receiving the services they need in a timely fashion.


