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Introduction and my background as a 20 year caregiver and “Supersandwicher”.
Caregiver Right’s…A Taboo topic?  They are family and took care of us, why should we demand rights?  What right do we have asking for assistance?
Where will all these afflicted family members go should they no longer be able to live safely at home?  Move in with family?  Assisted living?  Who pays?
What current programs are out there for payment of this hospitalization/assistance living, and what is the future going to be when that one in three families become afflicted?  
Discussion of the alternative program where the afflicted (I will refer to as “MOM” for purposes of this speech) can live at the families choice of assistance living without requiring full financial payment by the state, and complete loss of family assets going forwards for the family.
Discussion of other adjunctive support needs caregivers would benefit from.
Since caregivers do not fall under the current workers laws detailing how many hours of work and built in break-times, they often become exhausted, super stressed and set up all sorts of risk factors for developing the disease themselves.  In addition, a majority of caregivers pay from $10,000 to $20,000   (or more) per year, of their own money to cover costs for mom.  This money is lost, and if they elect to be repaid from the estate, they are taxed on this as income.  After mom’s passing, under current laws and the five-year look back period, the estate would have already been used up so that money is gone.  
What are the impacts on the local economy and further generations without this money? What are the long-term ramifications if both the financial and adjunctive assistance programs are not addressed now?  Will this be the medical crisis that finally bankrupts our healthcare system?? Let’s create some solutions now so that we can change the future.  Thank you!
