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The Supreme Court Commission to Study the Creation and Administration of Guardianships in Nevada’s Courts is scheduled to meet on December 15 for what was going to be the final meeting.  The Nevada Supreme Court issued an order extending the time for the Commission to July 2016, and for good reason.  There is still a great deal of work to be done.
The members of the Commission have submitted recommendations to Justice Hardesty, which will most likely form the basis of future meetings.  
There are 32 categories of recommendations: definitions and terminology; the physician’s certificate; person-centered planning; right to notice; temporary guardianships; counsel, representation and guardians ad litem; investigators and compliance; fees; billings; accountings; inventory; bonds; management of estate/sale of personal property; requirements, background checks, referral process; public guardians; training and curriculum; abuse, neglect, exploitation, complaint process; ward’s bill of rights; caseloads; guardianship review teams; standardized forms; data; mediation; grants/financial supports; confidentiality and the media; facilities for veterans, and “other”.  There are well over 100 suggestions to reform or improve the current statutes and practices.
I mention all of this to present a picture of how complicated this subject is.  There are many different stakeholders in this system, and I think that at times the primary stakeholders, the person facing or under guardianship and their families, are nearly forgotten in the legal system and by the providers of services.
There will be many opportunities for TFAD to support the recommendations put forth, as they are being turned into proposed legislation, administrative rules, and court procedures.  The members of this task force can also speak up for the importance of putting the person facing guardianship and their families at the center of the legal procedures and of the planning for services.  Support of a Bill of Rights for Persons under Guardianship would be very powerful, and give you an opportunity to touch most of the areas needing reform with one recommendation.  I will provide a copy of the Bill of Rights for Individuals Facing Guardianship that was presented to the Commission at the last meeting by Barbara Buckley, the Executive Director of the Legal Aid Center of Southern Nevada.
One other thought:  The meetings, agendas an minutes are posted on the Nevada Supreme Court, Administrative Office of the Courts website.  The public is always able to attend the meetings and participate under “Public Comment.”  This would give you first-hand information on this subject, which is an important one for the Task Force.  
