Recommendation #14:  Driving and Dementia (2017)
Background: 
Physical safety is a prerequisite for a healthy and positive quality of life. Cognitive disorders such as Alzheimer’s disease, frontotemporal dementias, and vascular dementia affect several abilities necessary for safe driving including visual perception and processing, sustained attention, working memory, and judgment.  As persons with dementia progress to moderate impairment their ability to drive competently is highly compromised, as is their insight into the level of their skill impairment. Several studies have found that it is common for persons with dementia to continue to drive after their cognitive abilities have been compromised to the point where driving is no longer safe. Further, moderate impairment may result in individuals no longer recalling that their driving privileges have been revoked or voluntarily surrendered. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Cessation of driving privileges can result in the loss of independence and autonomy for an individual with dementia and restrict their access to social activities, healthcare, and other needed services. The following recommendations are based on input gathered from: a) Town Hall meetings and surveys involving stakeholders from across Nevada including persons with dementia, their families and social service, healthcare, and public safety professionals; b) a review of the literature on evidence-based approaches to the assessment of driving competence in persons with dementia; c) discussions with staff from the Nevada Department of Motor Vehicles; and d) a survey of driver safety evaluation programs across the U.S.  Data gathered during the course of subcommittee’s work revealed significant variation in the manner in which impaired driving is being addressed within Nevada. The recommendations were developed in consideration of the goals of promoting the safety of persons with dementia and the larger community, maintaining the independence and autonomy of persons with dementia, and standardizing the reporting and evaluation processes when driving is a concern.
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