Recommendation #5:  Outreach to Physicians (2017)

Background

According to the Alzheimer’s Association, primary care physicians are the gatekeepers to assessment and treatment, as well as potential links and referrals to community resources.  These vital resources can provide support, services, and education for patients, caregivers, and families.

Through focused outreach efforts, organizations that serve persons with Alzheimer’s disease and other forms of dementia should form significant collaborations with physicians.  These working relationships have the potential to maximize a seamless two-way referral process, which can decrease obstacles to care.  Physicians, working with other health care providers and organizations, should provide an effective navigation continuum, from diagnosis, through early, middle, and late stages of the disease, to end-of-life. This same continuum of care, with appropriate resources and ongoing communication, can eliminate service gaps.
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