Written Statement of Public Comment Submitted by Kris Kingery for 10-23-15 TFAD Meeting
I am not sure if I can get part of Friday off or not, will check today.
Anyway, I did have two items regarding the agenda Friday from a caretakers perspective.
1.  Driving:  Three main points
1.  Placing the family in charge of taking away the keys can really cause lots of stress and friction.  I knew three years before her doctor that she shouldn’t be driving, but couldn’t do anything since I didn’t live with her.  I trying to disable the car and she found many folks to fix it including a mechanic whose mother has Alzheimer’s.  I tried to “borrow” the car (legally in my name), and she called the cops stating I stole it.  
1. Currently, if you have no accidents or tickets, licenses can be renewed by mail for 3+ years without ever having to go in.  Why can’t laws change to require seniors to go in yearly and  take a written test (which many can study for and pass easily), but also a driving test which would have shown how much her driving had deteriorated.  Laws could also insist on getting them in for eyes and hearing check as this may at least catch some folks at risk for dementia (hearing).  OR yearly senior driving program, have to pass the class to continue the privilege (not the right) to continue to drive, after a certain age.
1. I don’t know of any current testing methods specifically looking at how dementia afflicted change in their driving habits, but she often drove on wrong side of road in her own neighborhood, hugged the white line, and drove 5-10 miles below the speed limit.  Ultimately, I had to move her before her keys were taken away, but was always on edge wondering if today was the day I would her plowing into people on the news, or the knock on the door telling me she had crashed her car...
1.  Financial aspect of skilled nursing:
1. If the numbers of families that will be dealing with this is really 1 in 3 within another 10 years, how is the state and federal government going to pay for all those folks entering the nursing care/assisted living costs, let alone where to put everyone?  Currently, the family is expected to sell off everything to pay for costs AND then either the family continues to pay cost ( average $ 4500) per month…OUCH), or the afflicted  become a problem of the state/fed to deal with.  I evaluated all the options and chose to renovate her home to rent (thus providing a long term source of income should she outlive her money) and I could still have a say in where she would be placed (currently a private pay home with her own room, not a hospital).  
1. A program could be developed to provide low cost loans to help families renovate the homes and then after paying for their loved ones care, could either turn over home to be sold and repay the loan, OR continue to rent for long term source of repayment and income to the family.  No bank was willing to give me a loan as the property was a rental (EVEN though it was paid for free and clear).  Reverse mortgages are good, unless your family is unable to pay for the property after the passing of their family member, then it would have to be sold to pay the high interest debt.
1. Lastly, since the home is the most important and often only asset a family has, but so many folks don’t make a will or trust like I had done for her to account for this.  If that trust wasn’t in place, I would have only one option…sell the house, use all the money up and then she is moved into state care because of a five year “Look-back” period.  Why can’t folks whom enter in this rent and pay option have this 5-year look-back period removed with the legal stipulation, her costs be covered first.  With this, the senior is protected against fraud, and their care is set long term, but also once they have passed, then the family isn’t destituted and has options for their future…a future that often includes dementia care for themselves at least until a cure is found for all forms of dementia.

It is with her current well -being, and also my son’s future that I am trying to balance the options above.  It is not easy by any means, but if programs were in place, including property management services specializing in rentals for this reason, subsidized home repair, subsidized nursing care at private homes if rentals aren’t covering all the costs, and other changes that gives families lots more options, maybe the strain in ten years on the government run programs for caring for all the afflicted would be less strained in balancing the need for care with balancing the budget.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Thank you for your time in reviewing these two major issues that affect families everywhere.  
Kris Kingery
20+ year caregiver

