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STATE OF NEVADA

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

AGING AND DISABILITY SERVICES DIVISION
3416 Goni Road, D-132

Carson City, Nevada  89706
(775) 687-4210   (    Fax (775) 687-0574
adsd@adsd.nv.gov

Minutes
Name of Organization:

Nevada Commission on Aging





(Nevada Revised Statute [NRS] 427A.034)

Date and Time of Meeting:

November 18, 2013





9:30 a.m.
Location:



Aging and Disability Services Division






3416 Goni Road, Suite D-132






Carson City, NV  89706

I. Call to Order/Roll Call
Jane Gruner, Administrator, ADSD
Ms. Gruner called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.

Members Present: Jane Gruner, Stavros Anthony, Maria Dent, Lee Drizin, Lisa Krasner, Edrie LaVoie, Connie McMullen, John Rice, John Thurman, Patsy Waits, Minddie Loyd, Ellen Spiegel, Bonnie Weber, Senator Manendo, Bonnie Webber
Excused Members: Mike Willden, Assemblyman Hogan 

Guests: Jeff Klein (Chair of the Legislative sub- committee of Las Vegas), Daniel Mathis (Nevada Healthcare Association), Sue Rhodes (Clark County Social Services), Kristen Coulombe (Legislative Counsel Bureau), Karen Davis (member of the public), Gloria Macdonald (Grants Management and Quality Assurance), John Yacenda (Nevada Silver Haired Legislative Forum). 
Staff Present: Dale Ann Luzzi
II. Public Comment (No action may be taken upon a matter raised under public comment period unless the matter itself has been specifically included on an agenda as an action item.)

No public comments. 
III. Approval of the Minutes from the September 23, 2013 Meeting (For Possible Action)
Jane Gruner, Administrator, ADSD
Edrie LaVoie made a correction to page five, paragraph two of the September 23rd meeting minutes, to replace the word “state” with “the county”. Other minor word changes were also made by Wanda Brown.  A motion was made by Edrie to approve amendments to the minutes. Maria Dent seconded the motion. Motion passed. 
IV. Welcoming Remarks 
Jane Gruner, Administrator, ADSD

Jane Gruner welcomed and thanked everyone for attending the meeting. Ms. Gruner welcomed Assemblywoman, Ellen Spiegel from Las Vegas as a new member to the commission. Ms. Spiegel is the Vice Chair of the Health and Human Services Committee and has served during two sessions. She expressed how important senior issues are to her because of the large amount of seniors in her assembly district and state. 
V. Administrator’s Report
Jane Gruner, Administrator, ADSD
· Update the Commission on Activities and Developments in the Division Since Last Commission on Aging (COA) Meeting

· Jane Gruner announced that Bonnie Weber was able to contact Jeff Fontaine from Nevada Association of Counties (NACO) about setting up a video conference call with Nevada Commission on Aging and the County Commissioners across the state. Ms. Gruner stated they are still waiting to identify a date but it will probably be in January. The idea for the video conference is for Aging Services to present programs they have and to take questions from the County Commissioners that will lead to a discussion on ways to work together to benefit consumers in the state. And to also broaden some of the areas where seniors may not be getting all the services they require. Ms. LaVoie stated that County Commissioners’ understanding of the role of senior services in their community is important as federal dollars reduce, the counties will become more responsible even though it is not mandated. It is a message that needs to be carried out consistently throughout the state. Ms. Gruner replied that it sends a message that everybody sees senior services as important.
· Ms. Gruner has received requests to move future COA meetings to the Legislature buildings in order to use the video conferencing capabilities. There will be an attempt to utilize this location from this point on.
· Ms. Gruner brought everyone up to date on an initiative from the National Association of States United for Aging and Disabilities called “Home for the Holidays, a conversation with your loved one”. It is a national initiative to help families start talking about health, finances, legal and end of life issues. 
· October was long term care month. All commissioners were invited to visit a facility or assisted living location. Connie McMullen shared her positive experience with Amber Cronn (Elder Rights Specialist for ADSD) on facility, Regent Care in Reno. She expressed her opinion of the importance of elder advocates in the community and that the program should be expanded. Lee Drizin, Jane Gruner, and John Rice also shared their experiences with Elder Rights Ombudsman while visiting facilities in Elko and Carson City. 

Connie McMullen would like to see, as the commission moves towards budget, a balanced ratio and the need for more ombudsmen. She would like to advocate for it in the budget. Ms. Gruner said she will make sure that the issue is part of the presentation for the NACO video conference. Ms. Gruner mentioned that many senior programs use volunteers and the position for a Volunteer Coordinator was approved in the last session and will be hired soon. Comments were made that the new coordinator could also take on responsibilities to mentor and train senior centers and other programs in the community who would benefit from having volunteer programs. There is a specific need for training for certain programs such as State Health Insurance Program (SHIP) and Senior Medicare Patrol (SMP). Commission members interested in visiting facilitates may email Jane Gruner for more information.

Senator Mark Manendo shared his experience with an Elder Rights Ombudsman and said there is a need for the next legislative session to look at an increase of staffing. Mr. Drizin raised questions about getting the word out to increase the amount of volunteers to the Ombudsman office until legislative actions can be made to fund more positions.

· Ms. Gruner shared a national initiative “Got an Hour?” by the Aging and Commission on Life that asks for citizens to give an hour of their time to volunteer and spend time with seniors in their community, specifically those they know.  

· Update on Sequestration 

There is a continued wait to see if there is going to be a lot of progress on budget nationally, if not, Sequestration will be looked at this year at seven and a half percent across the board. Those committee members could change that amount in January. Ms. Gruner said that for us the major hit would be to nutrition programs. Edrie LaVoie asked if the seven and a half percent is the increased amount from the five percent last year. Ms. Gruner replied that it is a seven and a half percent on top of the five percent making it twelve and a half percent over what we started with. In the last session nothing was taken from defense spending, it was taken from non discretionary funds. Ms. LaVoie asked if the seven and a half percent will be effective next October, that will affect the nutrition programs, or will it be for the July budget discussion? Ms. Gruner said she was unsure of the date the seven and a half percent will be effective. She noted that last year the sequestration was held off for six months. 

Bonnie Weber said that this is another county discussion that will be heading into budgets in January and February and if we are going to see a seven and a half reduction of federal money in nutrition programs, someone has to make that up or we have to reduce services. This is even more of a reason to get the conversation out when heading into that budget discussion. Ms. Gruner said that by January there will be a better idea if Sequestration will happen or if the budgetary problems will be solved.  
· Budget Update
Jane Gruner stated that budgets and spending are going along on point to what was approved in the last legislative session. 

· ADSD Integration Update 

Jane Gruner told the Commissioners that an overall view of priorities discussed in the last COA meeting was included in a survey and sent out to ADSD staff and community partners. Another survey was developed for consumers. Ms. Gruner notified the Commissioners of three different town hall meetings to take place in the upcoming week; one in Las Vegas at the Clark County Social Services building, one in Elko at the Great Basin College, and one at the Washoe County Commission Chamber. She invited anyone who is in the area and interested in attending those meetings to join. The town hall meetings will consist of Jane Gruner and the Social Entrepreneur Group that is doing the facilitation for the Integrating Strategic Plan. They will present the overarching goals and objectives and let people have their say about agreements and disagreements with the plan or what they would like to see in its place in regards to the merger. Ms. Gruner added that it is important to make sure that no entity is left out of the planning, so seniors have as much of a say as the disabilities’ side of the equation. Ms. Gruner was asked if she is getting the message out to the various organizations and advocacy groups; such as Human Services Network, where there are a lot of people of all ages that are represented by our advocates, including various children and women. A note was made to send information about future meetings to mentioned organizations. See attachment A on the Strategic Plan Accountability Subcommittee Report. Ms. Gruner asked if there were any questions about the strategic plan. Ms. Weber mentioned the Washoe County Regional Transportation Commission is having a workshop on Friday from 9-12 at the Airport Plaza on paratransit issues in the community. We have to take into consideration at this level, about our transportation issues and how it impacts both seniors and people with disabilities. Ms. Gruner commented that transportation is a big issue and in the surveys it has been the number one issue across the board. 
VI. Discussion and Possible Recommendations to the Silver Hair Legislation Forum on Ways to Move Forward Senior Issues. (For Possible Action)
Jane Gruner, Administrator, ADSD



The Silver Hair Legislation Forum (SHLF) has offered to carry forward the bill draft request. Ms. Gruner said the only issue she has gotten so far is guardianship issues. Bonnie Webber commented that for the next video conference, and from there forward everybody that has anything to do with seniors and disabilities needs to be involved and kept comprised of where meetings are and who is doing what. Ms. Gruner said there needs to be a master list made including everyone and invite them to the NACO meeting if possible. This video conference will be a way to tie everyone in, share information, and keep everybody involved as far as funding, people who are voting, and for education. SHLF has a legislative counsel bureau staff that assists them, which is something we do not have in our forum. It was recommended that a presentation is made about what the Silver Hair Legislation Forum does and their make up in order to help some of the COA members and possibly members of the community to understand how to interact with the forum and learn what tools they have. 
VII. Presentation from the Bureau of Health Care Quality and Compliance Regarding Nursing Home Care in Nevada

Marla McDade-Williams

Deputy Administrator, Pubic and Behavior HealthDEP DIV ADMR PUBLIC&BEHAVDEP DIV ADMR PUBLIC&BEHAV 
Marla McDade-Williams, Deputy Administrator for the Division of Public and Behavioral Health, and Kyle Devine, Bureau Chief over the Bureau of Health Care Quality and Compliance presented a power point on nursing home care in Nevada. Ms. McDade- Williams explained that in the last legislative session the division merged with Mental Health and Developmental Services. After the presentation the floor was opened up for questions. Ms. McMullen asked about the Bureau’s opinion on the letter F rating Nevada received in nursing home care ratings. Ms. McDade- Williams said that Nevada has a high level of findings and does not have staffing ratios, which causes the facilities to establish their own staffing plans. Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) was not able to give the Bureau of Health Care Quality and Compliance a formal statement on the exact reasoning for the letter F grade received. Ms. McMullen asked how the low rating affects Nevada nationally and with CMS or anyone else as far as any funding is received. Ms. McDade- Williams replied that it wasn’t a system that played into any true analysis of our work. CMS compares Nevada to other states, but there is not one state in the U.S that regulates in the same way. Mr. Devine said the bottom line with studies like this is; can we do better? And the answer is yes, we can always do better. The biggest thing we are trying to do in the Bureau is to develop partnerships. Develop partnerships with organizations like; Nevada Healthcare Association, The Perry Foundation, and other community organizations and look at this from a quality based perspective.            

VIII. Presentation and Approve Letter of Support From COA for Nevada Division of Health Care Financing and Policy (DHCEP) on Balancing Inventive Payments Program (BIPP) (For Possible Action)
Gloria Macdonald, DHCEP
Gloria Macdonald, Chief of the Grants Management and the Quality Assurance Unit for the Division of Health Care Financing and Policy, presented information on the Balancing Inventive Payments Program (BIPP), attachment C. After the presentation was made, Ms. Macdonald explained that the developing of the final project plan includes an application process that requires getting support letters from companion agencies from entities that are considered stakeholders.  One letter has already been received; Sue Rhodes from Clark County Social Services said that their Director would like to send a support letter.   A motion was made and passed to send and support the letter. Ms. Macdonald would also like to be involved in future COA meetings. 
IX. Report from the Senior Services Strategic Plan Accountably (SPAC) Subcommittee
Connie McMullen, Subcommittee Chair

Connie McMullen and the Vice Chairman of the SPAC subcommittee met with five other members including former assemblywoman Kathy McClain who has had extensive experience working on some of the surveys. The committee drafted a letter and was able to get the survey out to many populations and will hopefully receive a good response. During their meeting, the committee entertained a presentation from Daniel Mathis, the Executive Director of the Nevada Health Care Association. Mr. Mathis explained the data collection regarding why Nevada received an F performance as far as the nursing home industry statewide. See attached A (Strategic Plan Accountability Subcommittee Report). Ms. McMullen commented that Mr. Mathis started to indicate Assistive Living Facilities are becoming the new Nursing Homes. The committee will be meeting every month in preparation in drafting position papers going into the next legislative session 
X. Report from the Legislative Subcommittee
Jeff Klein, Chair

The Legislative Subcommittee is beginning to develop a strategic action plan for the subcommittee. Attachment B was presented at the meeting by the Chair, Jeff Klein. The subcommittee adopted an action plan. The key items of the action plan is to familiarize the legislatures with senior issues through the creation of a top ten issues brief which would include the description, impact and history of those senior related issues in Nevada. Other subcommittees were invited to have input on their thoughts of senior issues.  The subcommittee will plan forums and town hall meetings similar to the format they have followed in the past three years. The committee would like to reach out to legislatures who are no longer in office and have long standing backgrounds in senior issue. It is in hopes that the legislatures will facilitate education to their newer colleagues and to take advantage of the history that is available through them. Ms. McMullen asked if the subcommittee has worked with Nevada Senior Advocates. Mr. Klein responded that the committee has declined on working with any group directly that is involved in lobbying and to keep the interaction between only the subcommittees until the initial document has been completed. Ms. LaVoie asked that once the top ten issues have been identified, would the committee share them with the COA commissioners. Mr. Klein said absolutely, once they have completed their process. Ms. LaVoie asked what the relationship is between the SHLF and the Commission on Aging Legislative Subcommittee. Mr. Klein said the legislative subcommittee communicates frequently with the Silver Hair Legislation Forum on a number of levels and have historically supported many activities. Sally Ramm explained that the SHLF members are appointed by a Legislature and work in districts; their issues are somewhat different to those of the Commission on Aging, who advise the ADSD. There are distinctions between the two, but there is also a lot of room to work together. The SHLF always takes suggestions from the COA and includes them in their legislative plan. Ms. Gruner said that we will work with them to see if there are other ways we can come together and share more information with them so they know what we are doing and if there is anything they can share with us. Ms. Gruner asked Mr. Klein if it is possible to have the top ten list of senior issues discussed and presented in the next COA meeting prior to the video conference so they can be voted on and taken forward. Mr. Klein said the list should be finished by the end of the year.     
XI. Report from the NRS 439 Subcommittee
Edrie LaVoie, Chair 

Ms. LaVoie said at their last meeting in September they drafted two questions specific to Independent Living for the survey that went out statewide under the Integration Plan. One question was specific to the rating of the services that are funded under the Independent Living Grants, the second question was what other options might help keep people living independently. Attachment D     
XII. Report from the Bylaws Subcommittee 
 Sally Ramm, Chair
Bylaws Subcommittee met on October 1, it was suggested that the committee mission is to strengthen the bylaws and bring them up to date. Chairman Rice and Sally Ramm are working on a draft, when the draft is completed there will be another committee meeting to move forward, there is currently no future committee meeting scheduled. 
XIII. Date of Next Meeting (January 13, 2014) and Consider Agenda Items for Next Meeting on January  (For Possible Action)
Jane Gruner, Administrator, ADSD
The next COA meeting is scheduled for January 13, 2014. Ms. Gruner would like to set up the NACO video conference meeting after that date. Ms. Weber suggested a date for the NACO meeting for January 31st. 

XIV. Public Comment (No action may be taken upon a matter raised under public comment period unless the matter itself has been specifically included on an agenda as an action item.)

No public comments

XV. Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 11:45 am.

________________________
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