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MINUTES


Name of Organization:	Nevada Assistive Technology Council (AT Council)

Date and Time of Meeting:		February 7, 2013
					1:00 PM

This meeting will be held at the following location:

Reno:	Northern Nevada Center for Independent Living
					999 Pyramid Way
					Sparks, NV 89431
					(775) 353-3599

This meeting will be Videoconferenced to:

Las Vegas: 				Southern Nevada Center for Independent Living
6039 Eldora Ave.
Las Vegas, Nevada 89416
(702) 889-4216

To join this meeting by phone dial 1-888-363-4735 then enter Access Code 1228133 when prompted.


I. Welcome and Introductions
	Ernest Hall, Chairperson

The meeting was called to order at 1:06 PM.  

A quorum was present.

II. Approval of the Minutes from the October 16, 2012 Meeting. (For Possible Action)
Ernest Hall, Chairperson

There were a couple of corrections to the October 16, 2012 meeting minutes.

Training will encompass an AC, instead of ACC.	

Paragraph on page 2:  Speech to text and text to speech.

Linked in was a different term than what we highlighted.

Section 6:  The Council may need to approve NSHE.

Page 4:  SILC is spelled incorrectly; and Dynobox should read DynaVox.

John Rosenlund made a motion to approve the October 16, 2012 meeting minutes.  Tammy Brancamp  seconded the motion to approve the October 16, 2012 meeting minutes, as corrected.  Motion carried.

III. Public Comment (No action may be taken upon a matter raised under public comment period unless the matter itself has been specifically included on an agenda as an action item.) 

There were no public comments.

IV.	Discussion of Questions Prepared by Janet Belcove-Shalin and Possible Determination of Best Practices for Transition Planning (For Possible Action)
Ernest Hall, Chair

Janet Belcove-Shalin stated there was a questionnaire presented to the Council at the last meeting. The questionnaire was discussed with Scott and Ernie prior to distributing it to the Council.  Ms. Belcove-Shalin believes there are members of the AT Council that are qualified to answer the questionnaire.  

Jane Splean, with the Department of Education, previously suggested that her and her group would send the questionnaires to people in the rural areas.  Mr. Rosenlund mentioned that Jane will be leaving the council.  Mr. Rosenlund suggested that the person who takes Jane’s position should distribute the questionnaires.  

Mr. Rosenlund will work with the SILC on filling out the portion of the questionnaire relating to Independent Living.

Ernest Hall asked that Janet collect the questionnaire data.  Janet agreed that she could compile the data submitted on the questionnaires.

Tammy Brancamp motioned for the approval of the distribution of the questions with the assistance of the State of Nevada Department of Education.  

Scott Youngs seconded the motion.  Motion approved.

Ernest Hall asked Michelle Merrill the status of the Vocational Rehabilitation portion of the questionnaires.  Ms. Merrill handed her portion of the questions in to Ms. Brown.

V.	Discussion and Exploration of Concerns Related to Accessibility of State Resources Including Printed Materials, Website, etc.
		Thomas Kearns, Council Member

It was decided that the Council would move forward with discussions on Item V, although Mr. Kearns is not present.  Mr. Kearns sent an e-mail to Ms. Brown that Allen would sit in for him to summarize this item.  Allen sent an e-mail to Ms. Brown regarding the TEACH ACT (Technology Education and Accessibility in Colleges and Higher Education).  The Teach Act ensures that all disabled students in secondary and higher education would have the same access and resources that non-disabled students have.  It was stated that this is a federal proposal for legislation which is sponsored by the NFB.  

It was mentioned that the TEACH ACT could be focused toward blindness by the NFB, although the NFB’s focus could be toward other disabilities as well.

It was mentioned that digital school books should be available as a support system for the disabled students.  At this time, digital text books are not easily accessed. Some digital text books are available on-line, but are not downloadable to devices. 

Mr. Rosenlund stated that educational systems are ordering books through contracts.  If we are advocating for something that is not in the contract, it could make it more difficult.  Someone that has technological knowledge should be working with the contracts with book companies.

Mr. Rosenlund stated that he will contact RESNA and ATAP.

It was stated that there are a lot of other issues relating to the TEACH ACT that need to be discussed.  

Item V will be placed on the next agenda.

VI.	Discussion of the Effectiveness of the Early Implementation of Assistive Technology for Non-Verbal Students and Development of Recommendations to Improve the Assessment Policy, Process, Teacher Training and Technical Competences, and the Inclusion of Technology into the Implementation Process (For Possible Action)
		Scott Sauer, Council Member	

Mr. Sauer spoke of the challenges that he has faced with his daughter and the challenges of other parents.  Mr. Sauer would like to ensure that qualified people are evaluating children with disabilities, that the appropriate assistive technology is available for use, and that someone has the knowledge to use the devices.

Mr. Hall stated that the IEP teams hold the responsibility of the implementation of the plans, not the AT Department.

Mr. Sauer stated that the parents need a roadmap to utilize the resources effectively.

Mr. Rosenlund agrees that parents need a roadmap with IEP.  

It was said that this has been a reoccurring problem in the schools.  It seems that if a school has a program in place, they will offer it, and if a school is not familiar with a program, it will not be available.  It seems as though the schools only do the minimum. 

Mr. Sauer stated that the schools are basically just making do with the AT devices that they have.

It was said that the AT Council does not have the power to control what the schools do and do not do.

A comment was made stating that an IEP Liaison should be the contact person regarding AT issues.  

Mr. Rosenlund stated that the AT Council could possibly assist parents.  The AT Council could guide the parent to the right people to get access to the proper AT. 

It was stated that there is no one in the school districts or with state personnel that is responsible.  

 Mr. Rosenlund’s point was reinforced by stating the Council does not have the power to change IDEA or any of the other programs, or what school districts will or will not do.  We do have the capability to help guide people or parents to the correct place to get the help that they need.  Creating a resource guide might be a good idea.

Scott mentioned that the AT Council has been talking about some type of matrix for a resource guide for some time.  This resource guide would help parents and adults by guiding them to where they can go for services.

Mr. Hall asked if the AT Collaborative could look into this as a discussion item and report back to the AT Council.  How can we find a web presence for best practices and resources?

It was stated that a breakout group at the AT Summit has been working on a website and we have been in the process of setting it up for certain approvals from our last meeting.  Ms. Essner said a report on the status of this website will be made at the next meeting.    

It was suggested the AT Collaborative be the workgroup on the web project.

Mr. Hall stated that the Nevada AT Collaborative is a group of service providers through ADSD to provide AT.  

Mr. Hall stated that the information that should be provided on the website should explain how the processes should work and what to do if they stop working.

Item VI will be discussed at the next AT Council meeting.

VII.	Update on AT Council Members and a Discussion Regarding New Members. 
		Ernest Hall, Chair 	

Mr. Hall stated that the AT Council has a lot of new council members, and it looks like we are getting very close to meeting the 50% goal of AT users on the Council.  

Mr. Rosenlund stated that he has a contact person for the workforce investment, which has been missing for years.  Mr. Rosenlund will report back to the Council on this matter.

Mr. Hall will follow-up with Andrew as he has missed a few meetings.  Mr. Hall will ask Andrew if he would still like to continue to be on the AT Council.

Mr. Hall announced that his term will be finished as Chairman in August of 2013, and he will also no longer be a council member at that time.  Mr. Hall asked if anyone is interested in being the Chairman of the AT Council.

VIII.	Discussion and Possible Determination of Issues and Agenda Items to be Considered or Deliberated at Next Meeting (For Possible Action)
Council	

There will be a follow-up on Items IV and V.

There will be follow-up on Item VI regarding how the processes should work and what to do if they stop working

Progress reports from the AT Summit Groups and possible formation of work groups. This will be a discussion only topic.

The AT Council Chairman election is scheduled for the August 2013 meeting, or an earlier meeting, so that the new Chairman would become active at the August 2013 meeting.  Mr. Hall is going to check the Bylaws to see if the elections can be held prior to August 2013.

Dr. Brancamp, George McKinley, and Scott Youngs will be attending CSUN to present the findings of the AT Summit as a model.  This will be Wednesday at 12:00 PM.  

Accessibility of websites on the internet.

IX.	Schedule Next Meeting (For Possible Action)
Council

The next meeting will be scheduled for the end of April or beginning of May.  

X.	Public Comment (No action may be taken upon a matter raised under public comment period unless 	the matter itself has been specifically included on an agenda as an action item)

	There was no public comment.

XI.	Adjournment 
Ernest Hall, Chairperson

Motion to adjourn was made.  Motion was seconded.  Motion carried.

NOTE:  Items may be considered out of order.  The public body may combine two or more agenda items for consideration.  The public body may remove an item from the agenda or delay discussion relating to an item on the agenda at any time.  The public body may place reasonable restrictions on the time, place, and manner of public comments but may not restrict comments based upon viewpoint
.

NOTE:  We are pleased to make reasonable accommodations for members of the public who have disabilities and wish to attend the meeting.  If special arrangements for the meeting are necessary, please notify Tammy Brown at (775) 687-0551 as soon as possible and at least five days in advance of the meeting.  If you wish, you may e-mail her at tsbrown@adsd.nv.gov.  

Agenda Posted at the Following Locations:

1. Aging and Disability Services Division, Carson City Office, 3416 Goni Road, Suite D-132, Carson City, NV 89706
2. Aging and Disability Services Division, Las Vegas Office, 1860 East Sahara Avenue, Las Vegas, NV 89104
3. Aging and Disability Services Division, Reno Office, 445 Apple Street, Suite 104, Reno, NV 89502
4. Aging and Disability Services Division,  Elko Office, 1010 Ruby Vista Drive, Suite 104 Elko, NV 89801
5. Southern Nevada Center for Independent Living 6039 El Dora St. H-8, N. Las Vegas Blvd., Las Vegas, NV 89146
6. Disability Resources, 50 Greg St Suite 102, Sparks, NV 89431
7. Nevada State Library and Archives, 100 N. Stewart Street, Carson City, NV 89701	
8. Desert Regional Center, 1391 So. Jones Blvd., Las Vegas, NV 89146
9. Sierra Regional Center, 605 South 21st St., Reno, NV 89431	
10. Nevada Disability Advocacy & Law Center, 1311 N. McCarran, Suite 106, Sparks, NV  89431
11. Northern Nevada Center for Independent Living, 999 Pyramid Way, Sparks, NV 89431
12. Department of Health and Human Services, 4126 Technology Way, Carson City, NV 89706	
13. Bureau of Vocational Rehab, 1325 Corporate Blvd., Reno, NV  89502
 Notice of this meeting was posted on the Internet: http://aging.state.nv.us/ 

	________________________

 Las Vegas Regional Office	                                         Reno Regional Office			             Elko Regional Office
 1860 E Sahara Ave.                                                                                445 Apple St., Ste. 104	                        	             1010 Ruby Vista Dr., Ste. 104
 Las Vegas, Nevada  89104                                                                    Reno, Nevada  89502			             Elko, Nevada  89801
 (702) 486-3545                                                                                        (775) 688-2964		  	                                  (775) 738-1966
 (702) 486-3572 Fax                                                                                 (775) 688-2969 Fax		                                  (775) 753-8543 Fax
image1.jpeg




