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MINUTES

Name of Organization:		Nevada Commission on Aging
					(Nevada Revised Statute [NRS] 427A.034)

Date and Time of Meeting:		March 21, 2013
					1:30 p.m.

Location:				Aging and Disability Services Division (ADSD)
					3416 Goni Road, Suite D-132
					Carson City, NV  89706

To Join the Telephone 		Call-in Number:	888-363-4735
Conference				Access Number:	5517730		
		


1. Call to Order/Roll Call
Jane Gruner, Administrator, ADSD

Ms. Gruner called the quarterly meeting of the Commission on Aging (COA) to order at 1:35 p.m.

Members Present:  Mayor Pro Tem Stavros Anthony, Maria Dent, Jane Gruner, Dee Horn, Lisa Krasner, Robert Martinez, Councilman John Rice, Commission Patsy Waits.

Excused Members:  Senator Joseph Hogan, Edrie LaVoie, Assemblyman Mark Manendo, John Thurman, Commissioner Bonnie Weber, RoseMary Womack.

Guests:  Connie McMullen, Senior Spectrum.

ADSD Staff:  Cherrill Cristman, Dale Ann Luzzi, Janet Murphy, Sally Ramm, Diane Scully.

A quorum was declared.


1. Public Comment (No action may be taken upon a matter raised under public comment period unless the matter itself has been specifically included on an agenda as an action item.)

There were no comments from the public.

1. Approval of the Minutes from the November 26, 2012 Meeting (For Possible Action)
Jane Gruner, Administrator, ADSD

Ms. Horn made a motion to approve the minutes as written; seconded by Ms. Dent.  Motion passed. 

1. Welcoming Remarks and Introduction of New Members
Jane Gruner, Administrator, ADSD

Ms. Gruner welcomed everyone and introduced herself as the new Administrator of Aging and Disability Services Division.  She then introduced the four new COA members:  Member at Large Lisa Krasner, faculty member and instructor at the University of Phoenix, Reno; County Representative Patsy Waits, Lander County Commissioner; City Representatives Mayor Pro Tem Stavros Anthony, Las Vegas Councilman; and John Rice, Elko City Council.  Ms. Gruner noted that Ms. Dent and Ms. LaVoie have been appointed to a second term on the Commission.

1. Administrator’s Report
Jane Gruner, Administrator, ADSD
· Update the Commission on Activities and Developments in the Division Since Last Commission on Aging (COA) Meeting

Ms. Gruner said it’s been proposed to the Legislature to integrate several different programs from other Divisions into ADSD.  These include Early Intervention Services from the Health Division and Developmental Services from the Mental Health and Developmental Services Division.  The reasoning is that all provide similar services to help people live their lives.  

New contract types will be developed to include quality assurance  and create scopes of work so when hiring people it will be very clear what they are expected to do.  Standards will be set for all the entities that provide services for the individuals that ADSD supports.  There will also be quality controls included to ensure that what was agreed on are actually being provided. Complaints and discrepancies will be investigated, and a conclusion reached on how it will be handled.  

Ms. Gruner stated that any organization that delivers services should have a high-end quality team to work on it.  The quality piece and the fiscal piece, honing in on really good quality contracting practices, will assist all the entities ADSD works with to get the most for the money.

These all have a very similar program service system – contracting with people to provide support for consumers in their daily living.  By putting these entities together, ADSD anticipates getting higher level program people to focus and run things smoothly.   It’s hoped that all entities can access services when they need them and eliminate the need for wait lists.  In addition, ADSD anticipates having many more providers so people will have a choice in who they select to provide their services.  There will also be a set standard of service that providers will have to meet.

Ms. Horn said she works with a number of programs on the reservation and this one-stop service sounds like a good idea.

Ms. Gruner said ADSD is also looking into how transitions are handled so that services can be consistent through any transition (moving, etc.) encountered.   It’s hoped that this will let clients know that transitions in their life are addressed and they will know what to expect, and that they are getting the best service.

Ms. Horn added that she can see where lifting the age barrier would make things work a lot more efficiently.

Ms. Krasner said there would be less probability of people slipping through the cracks, and asked if there was timeline for implementation of the integration.  Ms. Gruner said it’s already started but there is a four-year plan that she will send to the Commissioners.  ADSD is also looking into developing a five-year strategic plan with input from advocates, staff and consumers to outline where this should go.

· Update on Legislative Session 

	Ms. Ramm, Elder Rights Attorney for ADSD gave a brief overview of the Bills of interest to ADSD. She will continue to monitor the progress of Bills affecting seniors and disabled persons throughout the session. 

AB80: Creates the Task Force on Alzheimer's Disease within the Department of Health and Human Services. (BDR 40-546) 
AB203 Revises provisions governing the granting of the right to visit a child to grandparents and great-grandparents of the child. (BDR 11-750)
AB229 Makes various changes relating to the mandatory reporting of elder abuse. (BDR 15-123) 
	SB78 Makes various changes concerning guardianships and powers of attorney. (BDR 13-465)

SB86 would allow for Independent Living Grants funds to be used to pay for services for people of any age suffering from Alzheimer’s or any form of dementia.

SB91 Revises provisions governing criminal background investigations of employees and independent contractors of certain agencies, facilities and homes that provide medical or other care to persons. (BDR 40-118)

SB131: Establishes provisions governing the disposition of a decedent's accounts on electronic mail, social networking, messaging and other web-based services. (BDR 12-563) Currently, these accounts cannot be accessed without the proper password. This would allow the next of kin or executer of the estate access.

SB178 Authorizes the Nevada Silver Haired Legislative Forum to request the drafting of not more than one legislative measure for each regular session of the Legislature. (BDR 17-924)
	
SB298 Requires the Legislative Committee on Senior Citizens, Veterans and Adults with Special Needs to conduct a study concerning property tax assistance for senior citizens. (BDR S-735).

AB344 Provides for the use of Physician Orders for Life-Sustaining Treatment in this State. (BDR 40-682)
SB412 Makes an appropriation to the Nevada System of Higher Education to allow senior citizens to audit college classes for a nominal fee. (BDR S-1048)
Ms. Gruner added that there was a surprise bill (AB451 Consolidates the Bureau of Services to Persons Who Are Blind or Visually Impaired and the Bureau of Vocational Rehabilitation within the Rehabilitation Division of the Department of Employment, Training and Rehabilitation. (BDR 38-1163) which was written to include all of Vocational Rehabilitation merging  into ADSD instead of just their Independent Living Grant for blind, deaf and hard of hearing individuals.  She said the Administrator of Vocational Rehabilitation was surprised. They are working on an amendment to the Bill
.  	
· Biennial Budget (FY14 and FY15)

Ms. Gruner said the budget was built using the base from the previous year so there were no cuts.  From this, caseload growth was added.  One of the most significant items is Attachment B, which addresses money received from the Tobacco Settlement Fund that gives ADSD additional waiver slots.  This allows people to stay at home instead being institutionalized.  ADSD will be working with Medicaid on the Money Follows the Person Grant which assists individuals to relocate from nursing facilities to community based living.  

Ms. Horn said she was told to expect a five percent cut in grant money and asked if that was what ADSD was told.  Ms. Gruner said yes, the average was a five percent cut.  These cuts were in significant areas like nutrition and independent living.  However, Governor Sandoval has been planning for this and set aside some money from the Tobacco Settlement Fund to supplement them.  It’s not what ADSD would like, but better than originally anticipated.  

· Fact Sheet Updates 

Ms. Gruner informed the Commission that fact sheets have been written for each program offered at ADSD that includes what they do, who qualifies and what to expect.  Some white papers have also been written on areas where there may be some concern.

Ms. Gruner said Senior Rx/Disability Rx unit had recently rolled out a pilot Dental Program.  The program was made possible through saving from some drugs going generic and rebates from medication programs. The program is similar to a HMO and currently is at the maximum enrollment with 800 recipients, with over 300 on the waiting list.  Once dental services are accessed, staff will determine how many more can be added.  If the services is used to the maximum the enrollment may stay at 800.  It’s hoped that ADSD can enroll up to 1,100 people on the program.  Being a member of Senior Rx/Disability Rx makes a person eligible for the Dental Program.  Ms. Waits asked what happens if someone doesn’t live near a dentist on the approved provider list.  Julie Kotchevar, Chief of Disability Services, told the commission that any licensed dentist can be used, but there is preferred pricing if you go to a provider who is part of the plan.  Ms. Gruner added that this fills a big gap in care especially for seniors.

· Future Meeting Dates

Ms. Gruner said the next meeting is scheduled for June and will be a face-to-face meeting in Las Vegas.  The September meeting will be a videoconference, and the December meeting will be face-to-face in Carson City.  Dates will be scheduled after polling members.

1. Report from the Legislative Subcommittee 
Jeff Klein, Chairperson

There was no report.

1. Report from the Senior Services Strategic Plan Accountability (SPAC) Subcommittee (see Attachment A)
Connie McMullen, Subcommittee Chair

Ms. McMullen said the Subcommittee is monitoring the ADSD Integration Plan and a number of Bills.  The Bills they are supporting are:  SB70 which addressed caregiver discrimination; AB80, the Alzheimer’s Task Force; SB86, addressing funding for persons under 60 years old suffering from Alzheimer’s or other dementia; AD229, which would make attorneys and clergy mandatory reporters of suspected elder abuse; SB78 regarding guardianship issues. Ms. McMullen asked if the Commission could vote on allowing herself and other members of SPAC to advocate on behalf of the COA at the Legislature on these Bills.  Members of the Commission voiced their support, but it is not an action item so no vote was taken. Ms. McMullen mentioned the white papers SPAC put together on Health Outcomes and Self Directed Care, Housing and Home and Community Based Care, and Transportation (see Attachment B).  Ms. McMullen wanted the COA to vote on supporting these as well, but since this was not an action item, no vote could be taken. Ms. Gruner said items relating to the Legislative Session should be put on the agenda for the December COA meetings.  Ms. Gruner suggested scheduling another teleconference meeting on March 28 to vote on these two items for SPAC.  Mr. Martinez asked how many times the Commission is allowed to meet.  Ms. Luzzi said a minimum of four but there is no maximum.  A number of members expressed agreement with this and the teleconference was scheduled for 8:30 a.m. on Thursday, March 28, 2013.  
	
1. Schedule Date of Next Meeting (For Possible Action)
Jane Gruner, Administrator, ADSD

With the next meeting being face-to-face in Las Vegas, Mayor Pro Tem Anthony noted the extreme heat in Las Vegas in summer and the cold in Carson City in December, and suggested the June meeting be in Carson City with the December meeting in Las Vegas.  That was accepted by the other members.  The next meeting will be in Carson City in June.  Ms. Luzzi will survey commission members to set a date and time.  

1. Consider Agenda Items for Next Meeting (For Possible Action)
Jane Gruner, Administrator, ADSD

There will be an update from the 2013 Legislative Session that ends on June 3, 2013.  If anyone has an item to add, please e-mail Ms. Gruner.

1. Public Comment (No action may be taken upon a matter raised under public comment period unless the matter itself has been specifically included on an agenda as an action item.)

	There were no comments from the public.

1. Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 2:35 p.m.
	________________________
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