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DRAFT MINUTES


Name of Organization:		Nevada Commission on Aging
					(Nevada Revised Statute [NRS] 427A.034)

Date and Time of Meeting:		July 24, 2013
					1:30 p.m.

Location:				Carson City Senior Center
					901 Beverly Drive, Joshua Tree Room 
					Carson City, NV  89706	
		


1. Call to Order/Roll Call
Jane Gruner, Administrator, ADSD

Ms. Gruner called the meeting to order at 1:35 pm.

	Members Present:  Maria Dent, Jane Gruner, Lisa Krasner, Edrie LaVoie, Senator Mark Manendo, John Thurman, Commissioner Patsy Waits, Commissioner Bonnie Weber.

Excused Members:  Mayor Pro Tem Stavros Anthony, Assemblyman Joseph Hogan, John Rice, Mike Willden.

Visitors Present:  Betsy Aiello (Division of Health Care Finance and Policy), Kristen Coulombe, (Legislative Counsel Bureau), Connie McMullen, (Senior Spectrum), Sue Rhodes, (Clark County Social Services).

Staff Present:  Jill Berntson, Jeff Duncan, Tina Gerber-Winn, Dale Ann Luzzi, Tammy Ritter, Sally Ramm, Diane Scully.

1. Public Comment (No action may be taken upon a matter raised under public comment period unless the matter itself has been specifically included on an agenda as an action item.)

	There were no comments from the public.

1. Approval of the Minutes from the March 21, 2013 Meeting (For Possible Action)
Jane Gruner, Administrator, ADSD

Mr. Thurman made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  It was seconded by Ms. Waits.  Ms. LaVoie asked to have the minutes updated to reflect her an excused member.  Mr. Thurman amended his motion to approve the minutes with that correction.  Ms. Waits seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

1. Welcoming Remarks 
Jane Gruner, Administrator, ADSD

Ms. Gruner welcomed everyone to Carson City for the meeting.

1. Administrator’s Report
Jane Gruner, Administrator, ADSD

· Update the Commission on Activities and Developments in the Division Since Last Commission on Aging (COA) Meeting

The consolidation of Early Intervention and Developmental Services into ADSD was approved by the Legislature.  The goal is to build a service system that is responsive to the needs of consumers across the lifespan. 
The Resource Development unit has awarded all grants. The unit continues to work on ways to improve the process.  They will continue to work on performance measures and one of the criteria considered when selecting grantees will be how they have performed in the past.  Ms. Weber said Washoe County was the recipient of two grants, but as an elected official felt they were left out of the decision making process.  The Board of County Commissioners thought the Senior Law Project was going to be awarded to one grantee, but it was split between two and some people aren’t happy about it.  Ms. Weber suggested having local elected officials be more involved, give their input, as the process moves forward.  Ms. Ramm said this situation will be discussed further.  Ms. Gruner said the goal is to be transparent.  Ms. Gruner also encouraged any COA member interested in sitting on grant review boards to let her know, and she encourages their participation.

A team needs to be set up to produce a Strategic Planning Process for the integration.

With the integration, ADSD will grow from 232 employees to 896 by the end of the biennium.

· Wrap Up  on 2013 Legislative Session 

	See Attachment A, “Legislation of Interest to COA.”

· Biennial Budget (FY14 and FY15)

See Attachment B, “Aging and Disability Services Legislative Approved Budget 14/15 Biennium.”

· Grants Management Advisory Committee (GMAC) Representative

	A member of the COA needs to be part of this committee.  The committee oversees the management of the Funds for a Healthy Nevada (Tobacco Settlement money).  See Attachment C, “Fund for a Healthy Nevada.”

· Future Meeting Dates 

1. Presentation on the Transition of the Home and Community Based Waiver for Persons with Physical Disabilities (WIN)  from Medicaid to ADSD
		Tammy Ritter, Chief CBC, ADSD, 
		Betsy Aiello, Deputy Administrator, Medicaid 

Ms. Aiello presented a  Power Point on, “Nevada’s Long Term Support Services, DHHS Team Vision” (see Attachment D). 

Ms. Gerber-Winn asked, “What is a waiver?”  Ms. Aiello said Medicaid provided the same benefits for everyone, except for people in mental health facilities, who got more.  As time went by, different groups said, why can’t we get more and the waiver system was conceived and has evolved where consumers who would be in a care or mental facility are now cared for in the community.  Each waiver has different services.  The Federal Government stepped in and said there were not enough quality assurances programs, so quality assurance programs were implemented.  However, a lot of providers provided the same services and were constantly being reviewed.  With multiple reviews, there was no way to ensure issues were addressed.  Then the Federal Government said it was okay to combine reviews.  That has resulted in eliminating repetitive administrative processes and wait lists.  

The vision is to have an integrated system for Home and Community Based Long Term Support Services, and reducing the current number of waivers from four to two.  The goal is to have no wrong door and simplified access to services.  This way, consumers won’t have to switch waivers if their needs change.

Ms. Gerber-Winn added that part of the reason for the integration was to reduce paperwork associated with applying for services in light of the coming changes in health care and the increased number of applicants. If the amount of paperwork and reviews can be reduced, ADSD can serve more people.

Ms. Weber asked if there was a way to have the waiver information simplified and put on a website so consumers and elected officials can access this information easily.  Ms. Aiello said they are going to have public workshops on the consolidation into one waiver and what probably needs to happen is to find out who to inform so the appropriate audience is targeted.  Ms. LaVoie asked if the upcoming ADSD Conference, Mission:  Possible, will have a workshop addressing this.  Mr. Duncan said he will check the schedule and get back to her.

Ms. Ritter noted that when waivers were merged previously the impact on the consumer was minimal, there was no lapse in care, and for ADSD there was one review which makes the process more efficient – no interruption in service and no additional paperwork.

Ms. Gerber-Winn asked if anyone has ideas on simplifying the information, their input would be greatly appreciated.  The goal is to provide better access to home and community based services to the elderly and disabled.  Ms. LaVoie said the best thing would be a simplified explanation of the program.  Ms. Aiello said there may be something in the packet provided to the Legislature that may be useful.

Ms. Weber suggested aiming what the COA is doing for the people on the frontline in the community.  She also suggested a system of advocates to help those who need help navigating the system.  The 211 phone information system was mentioned as a place to start.

1. Discussion and Possible Recommendations on Commission on Aging Subcommittees, Including but not Limited to Mission and Membership (For Possible Action)
		Jane Gruner, Administrator, ADSD

Ms. Ramm went over the makeup of subcommittees noting a COA member can serve on up to three subcommittees.  Subcommittees are made up of COA members and volunteers from the public.  Subcommittees are strictly advisory and cannot do anything without the approval of the COA.  All subcommittees are subject to the Open Meeting Law.

Subcommittees needed are: NRS 439 Report, SPAC, Legislative, and By-Laws.

The SPAC Subcommittee is going well and is an advocacy group.  The Legislative Subcommittee will elect a chair and co-chair at the first meeting. It is seen as an educational group, keeping the COA up to date on legislation and other issues affecting Nevada seniors.  The By-Laws need to be reviewed and updated; more authority can be written into them that don’t contradict the NRS.  Ms. LaVoie noted she did not realize NRS 439 (formerly the SB 421) subcommittee was not a one-time thing, but said she will continue as chair.

Ms. Waits volunteered to serve on the NRS 439 Subcommittee.  Maria Dent and Connie McMullen volunteered for the NRS 439 Subcommittee but would not be able to be the chair.  

Ms. Krasner said she would serve on the Legislative Subcommittee but due to other commitments would not be able to chair.

Mr. Thurman volunteered to be on the GMAC.

Ms. Gerber-Winn suggested a brief document describing each subcommittee be drafted to hand out to help recruit people to serve on the subcommittees.  Ms. Ramm said that could be done.

1. The Effects of the Federal Sequestration on ADSD 
	Jane Gruner, Administrator, ADSD

Ms. Gerber-Winn said the Budget Control Act passed in 2011 to help reduce Federal spending has affected ADSD as of March 1, 2013.  Some funding was exempt from cuts, but ADSD programs are considered discretionary.  Sequestration did not affect all funds equally and Ms. Gerber-Winn will send a spreadsheet to the COA members indicating the cuts.  Basically, the cuts impact ADSD programs in that fewer consumers will be served.  There is some Tobacco Settlement money available but it’s not known how far it will go.  She noted there is never enough money to fund all the programs and now that there will be less. Ms. Gerber-Winn asked the COA for input on what to target, keeping in mind there are Federal Requirements to meet along with meeting the needs of the community.  ADSD is putting together Community Planning Groups to find out what is needed in order to meet the needs of all Nevadans.  Ms. LaVoie added that county governments are also facing cuts, and asked if these amounts will be further reduced in years to come.  Ms. Gerber-Winn said it’s very likely but won’t know until approximately three months prior to the grants being awarded.  Mr. Thurman asked if ADSD knows how many of those in need are being served.  Ms. Gerber-Winn said there is a complex formula for that but she does not have the information.

1. Discussion and Possible Recommendations on Reporting Requirement and Membership to Comply with NRS 439.620 (For Possible Action)
		Jane Gruner, Administrator, ADSD
This item was not discussed.

1. Presentation on the National Core Indicators as Presented at the 2013 National Association of States United for Aging and Disabilities (NASUAD) Conference 
	Jill Berntson, Chief of Elder Rights, ADSD
	Jeff Duncan, Chief Supportive Services, ADSD

	This item was postponed for a future meeting. 


1. Report from the Senior Services Strategic Plan Accountability (SPAC) Subcommittee 
Connie McMullen, Subcommittee Chair

Ms. McMullen said a highlight from the SPAC Subcommittee report (Attachment E) is receiving $75,000 to update the Strategic Plan for Seniors and Persons with Disabilities.  

	Ms. LaVoie wanted to recognize Ms. McMullen for all she does for the people of Nevada.

1. Schedule Date of Next Meeting (For Possible Action)
Jane Gruner, Administrator, ADSD

Ms. Luzzi asked the Commission members to fill out the calendars for future meeting dates and return them to her.  From the calendars she will send out a survey with suggested meeting dates for the rest of the fiscal year.

Mr. Thurman suggested setting the meeting date as, for example, the third Friday of the month; it would be easier to schedule knowing it’s the same each time.

Ms. Weber asked if they could meet more often.  Ms. Luzzi said yes, four is the minimum number of meetings per fiscal year.  Ms. Weber suggest every other month for the next six months.  Ms. Luzzi said that can be done, noting meetings would be in September and November 2013, January, March and May 2014.  

1. Consider Agenda Items for Next Meeting (For Possible Action)
Jane Gruner, Administrator, ADSD

Ms. LaVoie asked for a presentation on Medicaid as it relates to waivers and why there is a limited number of slots.

1. Public Comment (No action may be taken upon a matter raised under public comment period unless the matter itself has been specifically included on an agenda as an action item.)

	Sue Rhodes asked how many people were on the Personal Assistance Services Program (PAS) wait list and why the wait is six to eight months.  Ms. Ritter said she would look into it and get them the information.

1. Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 3:45 pm.
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