Aging and Disability Services

Nevada Assistive Technology Collaborative Programs
Competitive Grant Cycle Request for Proposal
Federal Fiscal Years 2016 and 2017
Request for Proposal for Assistive Technology Programs
The Aging and Disability Services Division, Disability Services Unit is seeking proposals for the Nevada Assistive Technology Collaborative programs.  

Background:

The Assistive Technology Act of 1998, as amended reauthorized federal law, which originally passed in 1990.  Nevada Assistive Technology Collaborative (NATC) through ADSD has successfully developed and has partnered with existing programs to deliver Assistive Technology (AT) services.  For example CARE Chest of Sierra Nevada has an existing program that recycles AT and provides it to people in need in northern half of the state.  CARE Chest raises the majority of the resources necessary to operate the program. NATC has also partnered with the University of Nevada, Reno and Easter Seals of Southern Nevada to deliver a variety of additional AT services, including device demonstrations and loans, training, technical assistance, and other state leadership activities.  Nevada also has an alternative finance program, the CARE Loan Program, which enables people with disabilities to purchase a broad range of assistive technology through financial loans featuring low interest rates and flexible payment terms.  
Scope of Work: 

The following service areas are outlined in federal law.  The Nevada Assistive Technology Collaborative (NATC) provides State Level Activities and State Leadership Activities as described below.  Prospective NATC partners must able to provide specific services and provide quarterly reports of the services for the State Assistive Technology Program Annual Report.  Prospective NATC partners must have the expertise and structure necessary to provide the AT services and proposals should clearly provide evidence of those capabilities for each AT service included in their proposal.  Prospective NATC partners must collect performance measure and survey data for all services provided. Program services may not be used to supplant any agency’s responsibilities with regard to providing assistive technology to persons with disabilities.  Program services are split by county with the southern portion of the program serving Esmeralda, Nye, Lincoln, and Clark counties (exceptions are made on case-by-case basis for northern portions of Nye and Esmeralda).  Unless a statewide proposal is accepted the division of counties will remain as described for northern and southern grantees.  Program income generated by services provided must be detailed in proposals and must be used to support the program within the agency/organization.     

State Level Activity - Device Reutilization (Reassign/Refurbish and Repair, Device Exchange, Open-ended Device Loans)
Prospective collaborative partners must provide and carry out an assistive technology device reutilization program that provide for the repair, recycling, exchange, or other reutilization of assistive technology devices, which will include redistribution through device loans, rentals, donations or sales.  Proposals may incorporate of the use of NATC’s online equipment exchange program called the Nevada Assistive Technology Exchange (NATE).   NATE allows individuals or organizations to buy, sell, trade or donate used AT through a Web-based “want ads” format.  Proposals should describe how the reutilization program will operate and the projected number of people served.  Proposals should include reutilization of a broad range of AT although focused on AT for personal mobility, self-care, aids for daily living, and transportation related AT.  The program must track inventor documenting all AT received and all AT provided to individuals.  The program must collect performance measure data and consumer survey data.  Device Reutilization can be a standalone program proposal for the above mentioned activities.  Although it is also possible to incorporate a proposal including Device Loan, Device Demonstration, Technical Assistance, and Public Awareness and Information and Assistance activities.
State Level Activity - Device Loan Program 
Prospective collaborative partners must provide and carry out an assistive technology device loan program providing AT to individuals (across the life span) on a short-term basis, to enable them to try and AT device to assist in decision making, serve as loaner during device repair or while waiting for funding, provide an accommodation on a short-term basis, or conduct training, self-education or other professional development activity.  The program must be able to maintain an inventory of a broad range of current AT as well as maintain a list of AT needed to meet the needs in the community.  Quarterly inventory of the AT available must be provided.  A program may also facilitate loans directly from product manufacturers or dealers as long the program ensures that consumer driven choice is not clouded by sales.  A proposed Device Loan program must also be incorporated with provision of Device Demonstration, Training, Technical Assistance, and Public Awareness and Information and Assistance activities.
State Level Activity - Device Demonstration Program

Prospective collaborative partners must provide and carry out an assistive technology device demonstration program.  Device demonstrations compare the features and benefits of a particular AT device or category of devices for an individual or small group of individuals.  The purpose of a device demonstration is to enable an individual to make an informed choice. Whenever possible, the participant should be shown a variety of devices.  Device demonstrations should not be confused with training activities where devices may be demonstrated.  Training activities are instructional events designed to increase knowledge, skills, and competencies, generally for larger audiences.  Device demonstrations also should not be confused with public awareness activities where devices may be demonstrated.  The key difference is that device demonstrations are intended to enable an individual to make an informed choice rather than merely making him or her aware of a variety of AT.  The program must have access to and/or inventory of a broad range of current AT.  A program could also facilitate demonstrations directly from product manufacturers or dealers as long the program ensures that consumer driven choice is not clouded by a sales pitch.   A proposed Device Demonstration program must also be incorporated with Device Loan, Training, Technical Assistance, and Public Awareness and Information and Assistance activities. 

State Leadership Activity - Training

Prospective collaborative partners must provide and carry out assistive technology training.  Training activities are instructional events, usually planned in advance for a specific purpose or audiences that are designed to increase participants’ knowledge, skills, and competencies regarding AT.  Such events can be delivered to large or small groups, in-person, or via telecommunications or other distance education mechanisms. In general, participants in training can be individually identified and could complete an evaluation of the training.  Examples of training include classes, workshops, and presentations that have a goal of increasing skills, knowledge, and competency, as opposed to training intended only to increase general awareness of AT.  Each program must provide trainings specific to transition as required under the AT Act with a portion of the funding available.  A proposed AT Training program must also be incorporated with Device Loan, Device Demonstration, Technical Assistance, and Public Awareness and Information and Assistance activities.
State Leadership Activity - Technical Assistance 

Prospective collaborative partners must provide and carry out Technical Assistance.  Technical Assistance (TA) is defined as direct problem-solving service provided by Statewide AT Program staff to assist programs and agencies in improving their services, management, policies and/or outcomes.  TA may be provided in person, by electronic media such as telephone, video or e-mail and by other means.  The following are examples of technical assistance:  needs assessment, program planning or development, curriculum or materials development, administrative or management consultation, program evaluation and site reviews of external organizations, and policy development.  Each program must provide technical assistance specific to transition as required under the AT Act with a portion of the funding available.  A proposed AT Technical Assistance program must also be incorporated with Device Loan, Device Demonstration, Technical Assistance, and Public Awareness and Information and Assistance activities.
State Leadership Activity - Public Awareness and Information & Assistance
Prospective collaborative partners must provide and carry out Public Awareness and Information & Assistance.  Public awareness activities are designed to reach large numbers of people, including activities such as public service announcements, radio talks shows and news reports, newspaper stories and columns, newsletters, brochures, and public forums. Information and assistance (I&A) activities are those in which the AT program responds to requests for information and/or puts individuals in contact with other agencies, organizations, or companies that can provide them with needed information on AT products, devices, services, funding sources, or other related disability topics, or providing intensive assistance to individuals about AT products, devices, services, funding sources, or other related disability topics.  

Important Notes:
The NATC & ADSD must have community partners that are committed to providing high quality AT services.  Matching resources are not required, but are encouraged to strengthen an application.  Funds offered may not be sufficient to sustain a comprehensive AT program and applicants should outline a plan to secure additional resources.  Program income can be generated through services provided, however the income must be used for the operation of the program and must be approved by the NATC Director.
For all activities, data must be maintained on the number, type and duration of services provided to all entities including to individuals with disabilities, employers, public agencies, and others, and must document the impacts of the services provided.  ADSD will work with all successful grantees in outlining the data requirements of the federal AT Act however prospective collaborative partners should become familiar with the annual AT report.

Funds will be granted for a two-year period (10-01-15 through 9-30-17). However, second year funding is contingent upon grantees meeting or exceeding goals and objectives, and upon funding availability. A new application, including projections, business agreements, budget and assurances will also be required for second year funding.

We have included the 2015 report and the AT instruction manual in this RFP to serve as resources for potential grantees.
Funding Amounts:
	  Statewide NATC Services
	Northern NV
	Southern NV

	State Level Activity - Device Reutilization
	$15,900
	$40,000

	State Level Activity - Device Loan
	$30,800
	$44,700

	State Level Activity - Device Demonstration 
	$30,800
	$44,700

	State Leadership Activities (All) 
	$37,400
	$33,400

	State Leadership Activities (Transition specific) 
	$8,000
	$4,200


Instructions

To apply for a grant, two forms must be submitted:

· ADSD Grant Application Short Form (Budget A1 and Projected Outcome Measures are not required)
· Assurances (Includes: Applicant Questionnaire; Organizational Standards; Assurances; Certifications Regarding  debarment, drug free work, and lobbying; Assurances-Non Construction)

· Executive Summary

· Detailed response to the Scope of Work included in the RFP

Q & A and Mandatory Teleconference

Questions shall be directed by email to John Rosenlund jrosenlund@adsd.nv.gov by 5 p.m. June 12, 2015 .  Questions will be addressed to all perspective grantees during a mandatory teleconference June 17, 2015 at 10:30 a.m.  To access the teleconference call into 1-888-251-2909 Access Code 8985078.  Answers and any clarifications will be given in the teleconference, will be posted in a Q&A document to the website http://adsd.nv.gov/Programs/Grant/Opportunities/, as well as sent to each person attending the mandatory teleconference.  Any additional questions or clarifications from that point forward will be posted and emailed to all attendees until applications are due.   We are pleased to make reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities that wish to participate in the teleconference.  If special arrangements for the teleconference are necessary, please notify Nanita Moore at (775) 687-0551 as soon as possible and at least five days in advance of the teleconference.  If you wish, you may e-mail her at nkmoore@adsd.nv.gov.    
All grant applications must be returned to Aging and Disability Services by mail or hand delivered by 5 p.m. July 15, 2015: 

Sierra Regional Center (SRC)

Attn:  John Rosenlund 

605 S. 21st Street
Sparks, NV 89431

Deadline:  5 p.m. July 15, 2015
