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 Minutes 

Name of Organization: Nevada Statewide Independent Living Council (SILC) 

Date and Time of Meeting:  January 9, 2020  
     9:30 a.m.    

This meeting will be held via telephone and video-conference from: 

Las Vegas:     Southern Nevada Center for Independent Living (SNCIL) 
     2950 S Rainbow Blvd, Suite 220 
     Las Vegas, NV 89146 

The public may observe this meeting and provide public comment at the Las Vegas Location.  To join 
this meeting by phone, dial 1-888-363-4735 then enter the Access Code 1228133 when 
prompted.  
To join the Zoom conference, go to: https://zoom.us/j/9299041434 (you may have to download the 
Zoom application from your smartphone or computer at zoom.us). 
 
Meeting Materials Available at:  http://adsd.nv.gov/Boards/SILC/Agendas/ 

1. Welcome, Roll Call and Introductions 
Sam Lieberman, Chair 

Members Present: Patricia Unruh, Kacy Curry, Mary Evilsizer, Sam Lieberman, Jennifer Kane,  
, Cheyenne Pasquale 
Members Absent: Vicki Essner 
Guests: Bryan Hilbert, Mark Tadder, Eric Jimenez, Stacy Sherrard, Lynda Tourloukis, Renee 
Portnell, Janet Serial 
CART Provider: Becky Van Auken 
Staff: Dawn Lyons, Wendy Thornley 

https://zoom.us/j/9299041434
http://adsd.nv.gov/Boards/SILC/Agendas/
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2. Public Comment (Members of the public will be invited to speak; however, no action may be taken on a 

matter during public comment until the matter itself has been included on an agenda as an item for possible 
action. Please clearly state and spell your name. Public comment may be limited to 3 minutes, per person at the 
discretion of the chair). 

Mary stated that the Southern Nevada Center for Independent Living has partnered with 
Southern Nevada regional housing authority and received 111 additional vouchers for housing 
for individuals ages 18 to 62.  They currently have a waiting list of 260 individuals in that age 
range, and so they have sent out a letter advising that there is a potential for vouchers at this 
time.  They are partnering with the Clark County school district to work with transition 
coordinators to engage youth in the program.  Besides the age criteria, the participants must 
not have any felonies, be at or below poverty level, have a disability, and have a source of 
income or Social Security, with the addition of having a disability.  These are the same eligibility 
requirements as HUD housing.  After eligibility is established, the housing authority takes over 
the process. 

Dawn stated that she has Transportation Summit summary booklets for anyone who would like 
one.  She will be sending one to: Sam, Patricia, and Kacy. 

3. Approval of Meeting Minutes from November 6, 2019 (For Possible Action). 
  Sam Lieberman, Chair 

Mary motioned to approve the minutes.  Patricia seconded.  Motion carried. 

4. Update on Membership Status and Make Recommendations to Endorse Interested Parties as 
New Members to the Governor’s Office (For Possible Action). 

Sam Lieberman, Chair 
 

Dawn stated that she and Cheyenne Pasquale had contacted the Governor’s office regarding 
membership applications.  The Governor’s office stated to them that all submitted applications 
are in process.  Dawn stated that an interested person emailed her and that perhaps they would 
attend the next meeting.  Dawn stated that she was in communication about membership, with 
a young adult she connected with at the Youth Leadership Transition Summit.  Dawn appreciates 
the patience of the applicants, with the Governor’s office process. 

 
5. Review of Open Meeting Law Rules and Requirements Regarding Public Comment from the 

Nevada Open Meeting Law Manual, 12th Edition, 2016. 
Dawn Lyons, Executive Director 

Dawn stated that she handed out page 68 of the Open Meeting Law (OML), and highlighted sections 
that discussed Public Comment.  She read the following, out loud, “Discussion of public comment is 
specifically allowed under NRS 241.020, section 2 d3.  This statute was amended in 1991.  Now it 
allows discussion of public comment with the public body.   

 NRS 241.020 provides the public body must allow periods devoted to comments by the 
general public, if any, and discussion of those comments if the public body chooses to engage 
in the public discussion.  The statute does not mandate discussion with the public, but it does 
allow discussion.  A public body may not inform the public that it legally is prohibited from 
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discussing public comments either among themselves or with speakers from the public.  NRS 
241.020 clearly allows discussion with  members of the public.  Of course, no matter raised in 
public comment may be the subject of either deliberation or action.”  Dawn can clarify this with 
the Deputy Attorney General (DAG). 

6. Update Regarding Progress on the State Plan for Independent Living (SPIL) by the SPIL 
Work Group and Information About the Latest Adjustment to the SPIL Timeline. 

Sam Lieberman, Chair 
 

Dawn stated that she had provided meeting materials regarding the progress of the SPIL 
Work Group in defining goals, with the second page beginning the indicators pertaining to 
those goals.  She also included the new timeline for the SPIL based on the prior timeline 
developed by Mark Tadder.  She extended the dates because it is going to take a bit longer 
that was expected to complete the state plan. 

7. Discussion and Make Recommendations Regarding the Next State Plan for Independent 
Living Draft (For Possible Action). 

Sam Lieberman, Chair 
 

Dawn invited the group to email her with ideas to put on the next SPIL or clarified.   
Mary stated that she saw improvement from the last SPIL.  She also expressed appreciation 
for Dawn providing SPILs from other states for the members to read and compare.   
Dawn stated that she hopes that the indicators will get  more specific. 
Sam stated that the SILC’s communications firm is doing personal interviews with several 
people in order to put together a website and a communications plan, and that perhaps more 
ideas will come forward. 

8. Report from the Northern Center for Independent Living in Nevada on the Subaward from 
Fiscal Year 2018. 

Lisa Bonie, Executive Director, NNCIL 

Lisa Bonie was not in attendance; however, she had provided a report.  She welcomed any 
questions from the group for her or through Dawn. 

9. Approve Next Meeting Agenda Items and Next Meeting Date (For Possible Action) 
Next SPIL Workgroup Meeting February 13, 2020 at 2pm at  
SNCIL/Zoom/Teleconference 
Next SILC Meeting TBD (March 5, 2020 at 9:30 am) regularly scheduled next meeting 
April 9, 2020 at 9:30am SNCIL/Zoom/Teleconference/NNCIL 
Report from KPS3 
Sam Lieberman, Chair 
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10. Public Comment (Members of the public will be invited to speak; however, no action may be taken on a 
matter during public comment until the matter itself has been included on an agenda as an item for possible 
action. Please clearly state and spell your name. Public comment may be limited to 3 minutes, per person at the 
discretion of the chair). 

Dawn stated that four members and herself will be attending the 2020 SILC Congress and 
that the travel requests were in process. 

Janet Serial stated that she was having some difficulties with accessing the meeting materials 
sent to her and thus would like to have a physical meeting place in Reno. 

Renee Portnell asked that information be brought back to the group from the SILC Congress. 

Patricia wondered if the meetings could just take place via ZOOM. 

Sam stated that he is more comfortable with a physical meeting space. 

Dawn stated that technical difficulties were currently being addressed by NNCIL and she did 
not anticipate any further issues.  Dawn and Wendy will conduct a test of the system soon. 

Mary stated that SNCIL had been notified that Social Security offices are reinstating older 
business hours and that they would be open till 4:00pm.  Also, Social Security is in the 
process of hiring 1,100 additional direct service workers. 

Linda asked for more information about the SILC Congress.  Dawn will get that to her. 

Bryan suggested she research the National Council for Independent Living Conference.  
Dawn will give Linda more information. 

11. Adjournment (Agenda items may be taken out of order, combined or consideration by the public body, and/or 
pulled or removed from the agenda at any time.  Pursuant to NRS 241.020, no action may be taken upon a 
matter during a period devoted to comments by the general public until the mater itself has been specifically 
included on an agenda as an item upon which action may be taken.) 

 Sam Lieberman, Chair 

Meeting adjourned at 10:30 am. 

 
Contacts 

For additional Public Comment for the SILC 
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Current Independent Living Council Members 
Sam Lieberman (Chair), Mary Evilsizer, Kacy Curry, Jennifer Kane, Vickie Essner, Patricia Unruh, Cheyenne Pasquale 

NOTE: In an effort to provide a safe environment for Aging and Disability Services Division meetings, please refrain from wearing perfume, scented 
hairspray, cologne, scented deodorant, essential oils aftershave or any other scented products when you attend.  
Scented products contain chemicals which can cause migraines, nausea and even breathing problems for people with asthma, allergies, and 
environmental illness.  
No Scents is Good Sense! If you are unsure if a product is safe to wear, a good rule of thumb to just not wear it.  

NOTE:  We are pleased to make reasonable accommodations for members of the public who have disabilities and wish to attend the meeting.  If special 
arrangements for the meeting are necessary, please notify Wendy Thornley at (775) 687-0551 as soon as possible and at least five days in advance of 
the meeting.  If you wish, you may email her at wthornley@adsd.nv.gov According to NRS 241.020, supporting materials for this meeting is available 
at:  3416 Goni Road, #D-132, Carson City, NV 89706 or by contacting Wendy Thornley at (775) 687-0551 or by email at wthornley@adsd.nv.gov.  

Agenda Posted at the Following Locations: 
Aging and Disability Services Division, Carson City Office, 3416 Goni Road, Suite D-132, Carson City, NV 89706 
Aging and Disability Services Division, Las Vegas Office, 1860 East Sahara Avenue, Las Vegas, NV 89104 
Aging and Disability Services Division, Reno Office, 445 Apple Street, Suite 104, Reno, NV 89502 
Southern Nevada Center for Independent Living, 2950 S. Rainbow Blvd, #220, N. Las Vegas Blvd., Las Vegas, NV 89146 
Disability Resources, 50 Greg St Suite 102, Sparks, NV 89431 
Nevada State Library and Archives, 100 N. Stewart Street, Carson City, NV 89701  
Desert Regional Center, 1391 So. Jones Blvd., Las Vegas, NV 89146 
Sierra Regional Center, 605 South 21st St., Reno, NV 89431  
Nevada Disability Advocacy & Law Center, 1875 Plumas St #1, Reno, NV  89509  
Northern Nevada Center for Independent Living, 999 Pyramid Way, Sparks, NV 89431 
NV Community Enrichment Programs, 2820 W. Charleston Blvd., Las Vegas, NV 89146                     
Department of Health and Human Services, 4126 Technology Way, Carson City, NV 89706  
Washoe ARC, 790 Sutro, Reno, NV 89512 
Rehabilitation Division, 751 Basque Way, Carson City, NV 89706 
Notice of this meeting was posted on the Internet: http://www.adsd.nv.gov and https://notice.nv.gov  

mailto:wthornley@adsd.nv.gov
mailto:wthornley@adsd.nv.gov
http://www.adsd.nv.gov/



