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Agenda

1. Terminology
2. Branches of government
3. How a Bill becomes law
4. Session
5. Staying in the know
6. Making your voices heard.
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Terminology
• Legislative Session- the 120-day convening (of the 

Legislature) to approve budgets for the biennium 
and make changes to NRS

• Legislature – the collection of elected people 
(Legislators) that serve during the session.  
Compromised of two houses: Assembly and 
Senate

• Legislator – an individual elected to represent a 
district in Nevada. People run for election either to 
the Assembly or the Senate
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Terminology Cont.
◦ Bill- a proposed legislation under consideration by a 

legislature.

◦ BDR- Bill Draft Response is a request for the Legal Division of 
the Legislative Counsel Bureau to draft a bill.

◦ NRS: (Nevada Revised Statue) the current codified laws of 
the State of Nevada

◦ NAC: (Nevada Administrative Code) the codified 
administrative regulations of the Executive Branch

◦ Nevada Register- a compilation of proposed, adopted, 
emergency and temporary administrative regulations, 
notices of intent and informational statements.
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Branches of Government
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The Senate is led by the 
President pro tempore and 
the Rules Committee 

Assembly is led by the 
Speaker. 
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Senate vs. Assembly

• 21 members
• Senate is set to be no less than 

one-third and no greater than 
one-half of the size of the 
Assembly

• 4-year terms, with 10 being 
elected in one General Election 
and 11 in the next.

• 42 members from single-
member districts

• 2-year terms at the general 
election held in even-numbered 
years.
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Legislative Session

• Feb- May: Department and Division Budget 
Presentations

• Money committees hear budgets and make 
changes throughout session.

• Final budgets are approved by the end of the 
Legislature’s 120-day session. 

• The state constitution requires a balanced budget. 
• Bills move through the Legislative process
• Statue Changes (fiscal or no fiscal impact)
• Appropriations
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Interim Session

• The Interim Session begins in July after the regular session ends. (odd 
year)

• Interim Committees:
• Hear about issues and needs of Nevadans
• Assigned to research issues that came up during the regular session
• Can sponsor Bill Draft Requests for next session

• Individual Legislators also can sponsor BDRs

• August-September (even year): Committee Work Sessions



Staying in the know!
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The Legislative Website



NELIS



Following a Bill



How Do I Make My Voice Heard?
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Participating in the Process

• Help inform the Deaf Commission of system challenges! 
• Attend Commission meetings, provide public comment at designated times.  

• Nevada Legislature
• Attend Interim Committee meetings
• Follow Bill Draft Requests (BDRs) important to you
• Provide public comment at Legislative meetings 
• Contact your district representative to educate about issues and solutions
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Questions? 
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Contact Information
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Khianti Thomas
Executive Director

kthomas@adsd.nv.gov



Acronyms
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