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DRAFT MEETING MINUTES  

Name of Organization: Nevada Commission for Persons who are Deaf and Hard of 

Hearing: Education Subcommittee 

  

Date and Time of  Tuesday, January 3, 2023 

Meeting: 4:00 PM 

  

Place of Meeting:  Virtual: Zoom 

Meeting Materials can be found here: Home (nv.gov) 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

NOTE: Items on this agenda may be taken in a different order than listed. Two or more agenda items may be combined for 
consideration. An item may be removed from this agenda or discussion relating to an item on this agenda may be delayed at any 
time. 

Minutes of this meeting will be produced in summary format. Please provide the Commission administrative support with 
electronic or written copies of testimony and visual presentations if you wish to have complete versions included as exhibits with 
the minutes. 

1. Roll Call & Opening Statement:  

Eric Wilcox, Chair  

• Members: Eric Wilcox, Felicia Rutledge, Maureen Fradianni, Megan Johnson 

• Accommodations: Hannah Jones; Interpreter, Cecelia Epps; Interpreter, Becky Van 

Auken; Captioner 

• Staff: Obioma Officer; Executive Director, Nikki Haag; Community Engagement 

Manager, Lorraine Belt-Dolan; Administrative Assistant 

• Guests: Naomi Rosen, Jodi Collins, Heather Lafferty, Antoinette Lewis, Jeff Jaech 

2. Public Comment:(No action may be taken upon a matter raised under public comment period unless the matter 

itself has been specifically included on an agenda as an action item. Comments will be limited to five minutes per 
person. Persons making comment will be asked to begin by stating their name for the record and to spell their last 
name and provide the Administrative Assistant with written comments.)  

• No Public Comment 

3.  Approval of Minutes of the October 4, 2022, meeting: (For Possible Action)   
Eric Wilcox, Chair  

• Maureen Fradianni made a motion to approve the minutes of the October 4, 2022, 

meeting as written, Megan Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried. 

4.  Commission Directive Topis(s): 

Eric Wilcox, Chair 

a) Discussion of Alternative routes to licensure -Design for mentoring program (For Possible 

Action) 

https://adsd.nv.gov/Boards/NCPWADHHSI/Nevada_Commission_for_Persons_Who_Are_Deaf_Hard_of_Hearing_or_Speech_Impaired/
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• While Megan and Shawna had not been able to discuss how this looks yet, there 

was discussion on where funding would come from.  

• And there was discussion of who we may need to partner with to get this going but 

then it came down to we really need to find out the data and research and see if 

the department of Education has that information and we can see that there is a 

need for alternative routes to licensure and a need for the teachers of the deaf and 

get the State to see that as well. 

• It was decided that we would try and collect some more information and then 

make a request for a meeting with the Department of Education, where we can 

have a discussion and show them this is why we’re having issues, show them the 

documentation, and the concerns of the community.  

b) Discussion of Alternative routes to licensure – outreach to licensure board (For Possible 

Action) 

• This item was tabled till we have the discussion with the school districts.  

c) Discussion of IEP Communication plans – what data do we need to collect from 

districts to move this along? (For Possible Action) 

• It was decided that this could be addressed in the same meeting with the 

Department of Education.  

d) Discussion and Recommendations for outreach to Department of Education – What 

message are we conveying? (For Possible Action) 

• Utilizing current contacts, we will gather as much data as possible, to bring to the 

Department of Education and state the evidence is that Deaf and Hard of Hearing 

kids are behind, we need to know is it because there are no interpreters in the Pre-

K classes, or a teacher shortage or inability to hire teachers of the Deaf, we need 

to hold them accountable.  

5. Executive Director Directive(s)/Maintenance Need(s):  

Obioma Officer, Executive Director 

• Currently we have no new information to share, Happy New Year and we want to 

recognize the effort for change. 

6. Discussion and Approval of Recommendations to the Commission related to items brought forth 

in this meeting: (For Possible Action) 

Eric Wilcox, Chair 

• As most of our conversation revolved around the Department of Education, we will 

need permission from the full commission to set up the meeting with the 

Department of Education as our next step. 

7. Review, Discuss Tentative Agenda Items for April 4, 2023, meeting @ 4 PM: 

Eric Wilcox, Chair 

• Continue the discussion on the alternative routes to licensure and the Department 

of Education. 

8. Public Comment:(No action may be taken upon a matter raised under public comment period unless the matter itself 

has been specifically included on an agenda as an action item.  Comments will be limited to five minutes per 
person.  Persons making comment will be asked to begin by stating their name for the record and to spell their last 

name and provide the Administrative Assistant with written comments.)  

a) Antoinette Lewis commented in the chat that there are no interpreters for Pre-K. 

9. Adjournment: 5:26 pm 

Eric Wilcox, Chair   
 

Accommodation Requests and Meeting Materials:   
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We are pleased to make reasonable accommodations for members of the public who are disabled and 

wish to attend the meeting. If special arrangements for the meeting are necessary, please notify 

Lorraine Belt-Dolan in writing at 3320 W. Sahara, Suite 100, Las Vegas, Nevada 89102, email 

lorrainebelt@adsd.nv.gov 5 business days prior to the meeting.  

 

Notice of this meeting was posted at the following Aging and Disability Services Office at 3208 Goni 

Road, Building I, Suite 181, Carson City, NV. 89706. Notice of this meeting was posted on the Internet 

through the Nevada Aging and Disability Services Division website at www.adsd.nv.gov and Nevada 

Public Notices website at www.notice.nv.gov 

Supporting public material provided to Commission members for this meeting may be requested from 

Lorraine Belt-Dolan, Commission Administrative Support, and is/will be available at the meeting 

locations and ADSD website at Nevada Commission for Persons Who Are Deaf Hard of Hearing or Speech 

Impaired (nv.gov) 
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