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Nevada Commission for Persons who are Deaf and Hard of 

Hearing: Accessibility Subcommittee 

MEETING NOTICE 
 

Date and Time of Meeting: Friday, October 3, 2025   2:30 PM 

 

Join the meeting now  

Meeting ID: 286 082 126 974 7  
Passcode: uH3HF9xx  

 

DRAFT MINUTES 
1. Roll Call and Opening Statement: 

Lorraine Belt-Dolan, Chair 

Members: Thom Duva, Lee Bullock, Paula Koerwitz, Lorraine Belt-Dolan, Jaime 

Vitale, 

Guests: Shawn McCusker, Laura Fussell, David Kelsey, Yeni Medina, Caroline 

Bass,  

Interpreters: Lisa Dopf and Sonya Stark 

CART Provider: Trish Aldrich 

Staff: Obioma Officer, Autumn Blattman, & Wendy Thornley 

2. Public Comment: (No action may be taken upon a matter raised under public comment 

period unless the matter itself has been specifically included on an agenda as an action item. To 

provide public comment telephonically, dial 1 775-321-6111. When prompted to provide the 

meeting ID, enter 725 609 830#    Passcode: uH3HF9xx. Comments will be limited to five minutes 

per person. People making comments will be asked to begin by stating their name for the record 

and to spell their last name and provide the secretary with written comments.) 

No public comment. 

3. For Possible Action: Discussion and Possible Vote to Approve draft Minutes of 
the June 20, 2025, meeting.  

Lorraine Belt-Dolan, Chair 

 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_OTlkOTk2YWUtOWM2Yy00ZmU0LTk1YjQtZTg3YTUzNWUwY2I2%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22e4a340e6-b89e-4e68-8eaa-1544d2703980%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22475491ee-57c2-4886-a603-7652e6b96551%22%7d
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Lorraine Belt-Dolan motioned to approve the draft minutes.  Lee Bullock 
seconded.  The members voted and the motion carried. 

4. For Possible Action: Discussion and Possible Vote to Nominate, Elect, and/or 
reappoint subcommittee members. Reappointment of Lee Bullock and Thom 

Duva and election of new member Jaime Vitale.    

Lorraine Belt-Dolan, Chair 

Lee Bullock was reappointed. Jaime Vitale was appointed.  

5. Presentation and Discussion: Las Vegas Deaf Seniors (LVDS) Taskforce 
Presentation on ongoing education of hospitals’ communication access and 

hospitality approach for Deaf and Hard of Hearing patients, next steps, and 
outcomes to Accessibility Subcommittee Report request of Commissioner voted 

representative to join the LVDS Medical Taskforce, Dr. Kimberly Bauer-Schaub. 

            Kimberly Bauer-Schaub, Ph.D., Commissioner 

            Lorraine Belt-Dolan, Chair 
         This agenda item was tabled. 

6. Presentation and Discussion: American Sign Language (ASL) Interpreter 

Programs/Degree Programs to present on their programs available at the Nevada 
colleges and discussion of community concerns in gap services of community-

based Interpreters. 

  David Kelsey, Ph.D., Nevada State College Senior Lecturer of Deaf Studies 

  Caroline L. Bass, College of Southern Nevada (CSN) Program Coordinator of  

  Deaf Studies/Interpreter Preparation Program 

         David Kelsey: Nevada State University – Interpreting and Deaf Studies Program  

      Overview (Dr. David Kelsey) 

 David Kelsey: Nevada State University – Interpreting and Deaf Studies Program Overview 

 The university offers three distinct bachelor's degrees, along with two minors: one in 

 Interpreting and one in Deaf Studies. 

 Bachelor’s Degree in Interpreting 

 Includes three core interpreting courses 

 Introduction to Interpreting 

 Intermediate Interpreting 

 Professional Issues in Interpreting 

 Designed for students aiming to work in: 

 VRS (e.g., Sorensen) 

  Deaf centers 

 ADA advocacy (non-interpreting roles) 

 These courses are also open to students who want to understand interpreter roles without 

 becoming interpreters. 
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 Deaf Studies Minor 

 Includes: 

 Fingerspelling 

 Glossing 

 Upper-division courses such as: 

 Law and Deaf Studies 

 ASL Storytelling 

 Advanced Concepts in Deaf Studies 

 Ideal for students pursuing careers in Deaf education. 

 Interpreting Minor 

 Available for students who have completed a bachelor’s degree and want to specialize 

 further. 

 Courses offered include: 

 Advanced Interpreting 

 Sign-to-Voice Interpreting I and II 

 Specialized Interpreting 

 Trilingual Interpreting 

 Medical and Educational Interpreting 

 Independent Studies (tailored to legal, business, or medical fields like cancer care) 

 Senior Capstone Options 

 Two capstone project tracks: 

 Both include an internship in interpreting 

 Students choose between community or educational interpreting 

 The program supports student choice and does not mandate a specific path 

 Caroline Bass: 

 Deaf Studies and Interpreter Preparation Program at the College of Southern   

 Nevada (CSN) 

 Program Overview 

 Housed under the Department of World Languages, which offers a variety of language 

 programs. 

 The Deaf Studies and Interpreter Preparation Program began offering an Associate of 

 Applied Science (AAS) degree around 2000. 

 A Bachelor of Applied Science (BAS) degree in Interpreting is also available. 

 Student Demographics and Support 

 Approximately 50 Deaf and Hard of Hearing students are currently enrolled. 

 Not all use interpreters—some rely on captioning or CART services. 

 Two Deaf ASL facilitators/mentors work one-on-one with students to build vocabulary and 

 fluency—this is a required component of the program. 

 Faculty 

 3 full-time faculty teach ASL and interpreting. 

 6 part-time instructors support both Deaf Studies and Interpreting. 

 2 Deaf facilitators provide individualized support and mentoring. 
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 Program Structure 

 Students are expected to follow a recommended course sequence to ensure skill 

 development and timely graduation. 

 Courses build progressively, starting with foundational ASL and Deaf culture, then moving 

 into interpreting theory and practice. 

 Key Courses Offered 

 Deaf Studies and ASL Courses 

 ASL I and II – Foundational language skills 

 Deaf Culture – Introduction to Deaf community and norms 

 Fingerspelling I and II – Advanced expressive and receptive skills (Level 3+ required) 

 History of Deafness – Exploration of Deaf history 

 Structure of ASL – Linguistics and scientific study of ASL 

 Interpreting Courses 

 Intro to Interpreting – Ethics, professional conduct, and legal foundations 

 Consecutive Interpreting – Turn-taking interpretation (e.g., doctor-patient) 

 Simultaneous Interpreting – Real-time interpretation (e.g., classroom settings) 

 Educational Interpreting – Focus on K–12 environments 

 Artistic Interpreting – Theater, music, poetry, and ceremonial events 

 Medical Interpreting – Overview of interpreting in healthcare settings 

 Advanced Interpreting – Skill refinement and complex scenarios 

 National Certification Prep – Prepares students for EIPA or NIC exams 

 Service Learning and Internship 

 Three service-learning courses: 

1. Observation – Watch professional interpreters in the field 

2. Job Shadowing – Begin practicing interpreting with guidance 

3. Internship – Semester-long mentorship with a working interpreter, team interpreting 

experience 

7. For Possible Action: Discussion and Possible Vote to Approve Agenda Items for the Next 

meeting Friday, November 7, 2025, at 2:30 PM 

Lorraine Belt-Dolan, Chair 

Discussion on interpreting requirements 

Agenda item 5 

8. Public Comment: No action may be taken upon a matter raised under public 
comment period unless the matter itself has been specifically included on an agenda 

as an action item. To provide public comment telephonically, dial 1 775-321-6111. 
When prompted to provide the meeting ID, enter 725 609 830# Passcode: 

uH3HF9xx. Comments will be limited to five minutes per person. People making 
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comments will be asked to begin by stating their name for the record and to spell 

their last name and provide the secretary with written comments. 

No public comment. 

 

Adjournment (For Possible Action): Meeting adjourned at 3:49 pm 

 

9. For Possible Action: Discussion and Possible Vote to Approve Agenda Items for 
the Next meeting Friday, November 7, 2025, at 2:30 PM. 

            Lorraine Belt-Dolan, Chair 

        Discussion on interpreting requirements 

        Item number 5 

         

AGENDA POSTED AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:  
Notice of this meeting was physically posted at the following Aging and Disability Services 
Offices:  

 
7150 S. Pollock Dr.  Las Vegas, NV 89119,  
1550 East College Parkway, Carson City, NV. 89706, and  

10375 Professional Circle, Reno, NV 89521 
 
This meeting is posted through the internet on the Nevada Aging and Disability Services Division 

website at ADSD (nv.gov) and the Nevada Public Notices website at https://notice.nv.gov 
 

https://adsd.nv.gov/
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=e92e5499cb272963JmltdHM9MTY4NjYxNDQwMCZpZ3VpZD0xNGI5ODlmZS05NDliLTZhNGQtMDE3Yi05YjkyOTUxZjZiNTgmaW5zaWQ9NTE4Ng&ptn=3&hsh=3&fclid=14b989fe-949b-6a4d-017b-9b92951f6b58&psq=nevada+public+posting&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9ub3RpY2UubnYuZ292Lw&ntb=1

