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Understanding the Legislative Process

Why It's Such a BIG Deal?



 



 



DOES YOUR OPINION 
REALLY MATTER?



ONE VIDEOCALL OR LETTER MEANS 10 PEOPLE WHO AGREE.



10 people who make contact means 
100 people who agree on that issue



WHAT DISTRICT DO YOU LIVE IN?



     



Let’s begin. What’s our
legislative process?



QUICK TRIV IA

When does Nevada’s 
legislative session begin 

and end?



QUICK TRIV IA

How many Assembly 
members and Senators 

does Nevada have?



QUICK TRIV IA

What are the duties of the 
Speaker of the Assembly 

and Senate?



QUICK TRIV IA

How many laws were 
passed in 2023?



LEGISLATIVE
makes law

EXECUTIVE
carries out law

JUDICIAL
evaluates law

   



 



        

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QGIuaTNh65s


HOW A BILL BECOMES A LAW
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First Reading

Bill is introduced to the floor

Referral to Committee
Committee can amend and  
provide recommendations

Second Reading

Floor debates and votes on

amendments

Third Reading
 Floor votes on bill, no more 
amendments at this stage
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First Reading

Bill is introduced to the floor

Referral to Committee
Committee can amend and 
provide recommendations

Second Reading

Floor debates and votes on

amendments

Third Reading
Floor votes on bill,  

amendments may be added

Consideration in Original Chamber
Only occurs when second chamber

amends bill

Conference Committee
 Only occurs if both houses 
don't agree on amendments

Presentation of Bill to Governor 
Governor either vetoes or signs bill 

into law

Bill Becomes 

a Law!



       

https://youtu.be/BCBIXjFGFCM


The Legislature
• Begin on the 1st Monday in February, 120 days (biennial)

• 42 Assembly (2-year terms) &  21 Senators (4-year terms).

Presiding    Officers
• Set the agenda for legislative consideration

• Preside over daily sessions of their respective chambers

• Appoint leaders such as the Majority Leader

• Assign committee chairs and vice-chairs

• Make committee assignments for members

• Assign introduced legislation to standing committees

• Designate floor leaders for particular bills

Standing Committees
Senate Standing Committees: 
• Commerce and Labor, Education, Finance, Government 

Affairs, Health and Human Services, Judiciary, Legislative 

Operations and Elections, Natural Resources, Revenue and 

Economic, Development, Transport.

Assembly Standing Committees:
• Commerce and Labor, Education, Government Affairs, 

Health and Human Services, Judiciary, Legislative 

Operations and Elections, Natural Resources, Revenue, 

Transportation, Ways and Means



Do you have to be an expert to be 
able to express your concerns?



Advocacy Checklist
•

•

•

•

•

•

Get to know your legislators AND their teams!

Set up meetings locally or at the state capital

Invite legislators to visit your organization or community

Arrange introductions through mutual contacts

Start with a phone call or share your thoughts at hearings

Host town halls or attend events with legislators

Remember the rule of thumb. 



Again, who needs YOU?



GET TO KNOW LAWMAKER:

ASSEMBLY MEMBER, 
TRACY BROWN-MAY

Jacob Salem, MPA
Senior Policy Manager | State Legislative Expert



BEFRIENDING LEGISLATORS
How to Win 
Hearts, Minds,
and Policy Favors

Jacob Salem, MPA
Senior Policy Manager | State Legislative Expert



Making Friends with Legislators:
Why it’s such a big deal? 



You’re attending a community event and 
spot a legislator's aide who could help get 

your issue on the legislator’s radar. 

How do you make a good first impression 
and start a conversation effectively?



You have just a few minutes to speak 
with a legislator who is rushing between 

meetings. 

How do you communicate your message 
clearly and effectively?



You’ve received a request from a 
legislative committee for 

information related to a proposed 
bill. 

How do you respond promptly and 
informatively?



What are your top THREE 
priorities for this year?



Communicate your top THREE 
priorities in under THREE 

minutes



Maintaining STRONG relations
MATTER in the long RUN



Thank you!
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